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Be Persistent in Your Prayer 
Today’s readings are about being persistent in prayer. In the First Reading from Exodus 17, 

Israel is at war with the Amalekites who are much stronger, and so a lot of prayer was needed. 

Moses had to persevere in keeping his hands raised, because as soon as he lowered them the 

Amalekites gained the upper hand, and when he raised them up, Israel was victorious. This 

can be a metaphor for our prayer and our spiritual state: when we keep our hands raised up in 

prayer before God, we will have the victory, but when we don’t, we become lax and 

lukewarm and our spiritual life deteriorates rapidly. When this happens, one of the best things 

we can do is to go to Confession. To kneel down and humbly ask for God’s mercy can turn 

our spiritual lives around.  

We should also notice in this reading that Joshua and his army didn’t go into battle until after 

Moses had raised up his hands. Do we not often run into making big decisions without first 

praying, without first talking to God about it? Prayer needs to precede and have a priority 

over and before action. We often end up doing things we later come to regret because we 

haven’t first prayed.  

However, it is certain that prayer changes things. The prayer of the Holy Rosary gave the 

Christians the victory against Islam against all the odds in the Battle of Lepanto in 1571, 

which basically saved Europe for Christendom. Pope St Pius V had the whole of Christendom 

praying the Rosary for this intention. Our Lady of Fatima at each apparition begged us to 

say the Rosary. I am sure that I owe my priestly vocation to the secret prayers of many, and 

most of them I will probably never know about in this life. When hopefully, we arrive in 

Heaven we will no doubt find out what a difference prayer made to us and the difference our 

prayers made to others. Perhaps one of the sufferings of Purgatory will be to see how our 

failure to pray had negative effects and that it’s only by the mercy of God that utter disaster 

was avoided.  

So always remember the power of prayer. Stay on your knees beseeching God. Pray for your 

families, pray for your priests and bishops and pray for the Church, that the terrible moral and 

spiritual crisis we are going through at the moment, both in the Church and in the world 

(when the Church is in crisis, so will the world be) will be healed, and that the triumph of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary prophesied by Our Lady at Fatima will arrive very soon. 

Fr Paul Gillham, IC 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

           

MASS TIMES AT ST MARY’S 

Sat 19
th

          6.00pm Vigil Mass 

Sun 20
th

  Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  9.00am Parish Mass 

  10.30-10.55am Confessions + on request   

  11.00am Parish Mass 

  12.45pm Polish Mass 

  4.00pm Italian Mass 

Mon 21
st
   9.15am Feria 

Tues 22
nd

 
 
          9.15am St John Paul II 

  12 noon Funeral Service for Andrew Mitchell RIP 

Weds 23
rd

     
 
      9.15am St John of Capestrano 

Thurs  24
th

                   9.15am St Anthony Mary Claret 

Fri 25
th

            
 

9.15am Feria 

  3.00pm Requiem Mass for Pauline Davey (née Woodhouse) RIP 

Sat 26
th

     9.15am Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

  10.00-11.00am Eucharistic Adoration 

  5.30-5.55pm Confessions + on request 

  6.00pm Vigil Mass 

Sun 27
th

       Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  9.00am Parish Mass 

  10.30-10.55am Confessions + on request 

  11.00am Parish Mass 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S 

Tues 22
nd

  
 
             6.45-7.15pm The Rosary – Church  

Weds 23
rd

    7.30pm UCM – Dinner out 

Thurs 24
th

  7.00pm RCIA – Library  
 

 

VESPERS AND BENEDICTION: Next Sunday 27
th

 October at 6.00pm. 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS: The next Holy Hour will take place on Thursday 7
th 

November at 7.00pm. 

***************** 

 

NB: Due to the new government regulations regarding personal data (GDPR), we are only 

able to publicise the Mass intentions in the printed edition of the newsletter. 

 

 

 
 



 
 

SALE of cakes, plus jams, marmalades, lemon curds and chutneys after 9am and 11am Masses 

this Sunday. All proceeds will go to the homeless charity Crisis who provide shelter and meals 

for those in need at Christmas.  Marie Brookes 

FR SIMON: As some of you will know, Fr Simon had a mini-stroke on Monday evening. He is 

fine and making a very good recovery. He is taking it easy for the moment but he very much 

appreciates all the prayers and concern for him. He hopes to be back in harness soon.  Fr Paul 

CONFIRMATION 2020: Bishop Patrick will be administering the Sacrament of Confirmation 

at St Mary's on Friday 15
th

 May 2020 at 7pm. Application forms are available from Fr Paul 

directly. I will be giving forms only to those whom I recognise as already attending 

Mass every Sunday. Anyone not fulfilling this criterion will be asked to delay their Confirmation 

until such a time as they are practising their Faith fully.  Fr Paul 

CATHOLIC SINGLES is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all ages (over 18 

years) meet other single Catholics, either one to one or through social events. For further 

information visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498 

CAN YOU MAKE ROOM for an international student to experience true British Festive 

hospitality? HOST UK arranges for international students to enjoy brief visits - one day, a 

weekend or, over the festive period, a three-day visit, with UK hosts. We warmly welcome new 

volunteer hosts to join us. To learn more, go to our website www.hostuk.org or leave us a 

message on http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost 

SAMARITAN'S PURSE SHOEBOX APPEAL: Empty shoeboxes and information leaflets are 

at the back of church.  Please take a box to fill.  However, please that note sweets and toothpaste 

are now unsuitable due to new import regulations. Filled boxes can be dropped off at Country 

Baskets, Units 1 & 2 Weldon Rd., Loughborough LE11 5RN (opposite Go Outdoors) from 11
th

 -

18
th

 November.  If this is not possible, please leave them in the Parish Hall and I will pick them 

up.                                                                Dorothy Hutchings 

THE NEXT ASCRIBED MEETING is on Thursday 24
th

 October at 7 pm at Rosmini House, 

Garton Road (The Convent). 

ROSMINI CENTRE: “Amos, a prophet for our own times” - Tuesday 22
nd

 October 7.00pm - 

8.30 pm. Fr A Belsito 

DIOCESE OF NOTTINGHAM DISCERNMENT DAYS: Saturday 23
rd

 November for altar 

servers who are interested in learning more about priesthood and religious life.  It will be held at 

The Old Friary, Gordon Road, Nottingham, NG3 2LG from 11am-3.30pm.  See the posters at the 

back of church and contact the Vocation Directors on 0115 950 1064 for further details or to 

book your place. 

***************** 

 

Please pray for those who have died: Pauline Davey (née Woodhouse), Patrick Lynch, Andrew Mitchell, 

Pavel Stefan Topoloveanu and Hazel Abell.  May they rest in peace 

and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Wanda Zawodna, Gertrude Worthley, Francesco 

Mazzotti, Kathleen Bradbury, Louisa Finney, Inez Wardle, Muriel Preston, Wilfred Cornelius, Jagwida 

Malik, Julia Pacynko, John Carlardo, Eileen Topolewski, Annie Owens,  June Ross and Colleen Manning 

 

 



 
 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE 

LEADER:  Please kneel for our prayer for vocations.  Let us ask God to give worthy Priests to His 

Holy Church and Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.  

ALL:  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this diocese with many priests, brothers and 

sisters, who will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church and making You 

known and loved. 

LEADER:  Bless our families. Bless our children. 

ALL:  Choose from our homes those who are needed for Your work. 

LEADER:  Mary, Queen of the Clergy! 

ALL:  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain for us many more. Amen. 
 

***************** 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL:  Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of 

battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God thrust down 

to hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of 

souls. Amen.  

FROM THE SAINTS: “How often I failed in my duty to God, because I was not leaning on 

the strong pillar of prayer” (St Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582). 

DID YOU KNOW THAT?  Pope St John Paul II added the five Luminous Mysteries to the 

Rosary in 2002 increasing the number of mysteries to twenty.                                              

***************** 

ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS: The Solemnity of All Saints falls this year on Friday 1
st 

November. It is a Holyday of Obligation and Masses will be at 9.15am and 7pm. There will be 

an additional Mass at 10.30am for De Lisle School. On All Souls Day, Saturday 2
nd 

November, Mass will be at 9.15am followed, as is customary, by the blessing of graves at 

Loughborough Cemetery. There will also be a Latin Mass in the Old rite at 12.15pm. The 

Saturday evening Mass will be the usual Vigil Mass for Sunday and not of All Souls.     Fr Paul                                           

TODAY IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY: World Mission Sunday supports missionaries 

who work alongside communities that are poor or in need, regardless of their background or 

belief. By supporting Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission, you will help missionaries 

share the love of Christ with those most in need. Please pray for the mission of the Church 

throughout the world and give what you can. If you are a taxpayer, please use the Gift Aid 

envelopes. For more information, visit missio.org.uk Thank you. 

 

THE KWEDIBOMA HEALTH CENTRE: There will be a second collection for the Health 

Centre on the 2
nd

/3
rd

 November 2019. 

 

LAST WEEK’S FINANCE 

First Collection: £ 759 CAFOD (part):   £38 all Gift Aided 

Standing Orders: £ 665 @ 31/07 Thank you 
 

 


