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Coronavirus 
The world is in panic over Coronavirus and a global pandemic has now been declared 

with the whole of Italy in lockdown and the Italian bishops have decided there are to be 

no public Masses, or even funerals being celebrated until 3rd April. Whether we will 

see such drastic measures here remains to be seen. So far there have been one or two 

cases of the virus in Loughborough and it seems inevitable that it may spread. Various 

measures have been put in place to curb the spread of the virus, but these are only 

human means. It is always important that we have recourse to God, and implore His 

protection and the removal of danger, but we must still take practical steps to protect 

ourselves. 

First of all, if you are ill, please do not come to Mass. If you miss Mass intentionally 

due to sickness you do not need to go to Confession for it. Please stay at home and 

make an Act of Contrition and a Spiritual Communion. Don’t think that it is 

impossible to pick up the virus when you are at Mass or receiving Holy Communion. 

The accidents of bread and wine remain after the Consecration, and if they come into 

contact with the virus they can spread it. St Thomas Aquinas said, “If it be discovered 

that the wine has been poisoned, the priest should neither receive it nor administer it to 

others on any account, lest the life-giving chalice become one of death” (Summa 

Theologica IIIa Q83 a.6, ad3). The same, of course, applies to the Sacred Host. Also no 

one is required to receive Holy Communion at Mass. Only the priest celebrating the 

Mass must receive to complete the Sacrifice. So if you feel uneasy about receiving 

Holy Communion for the moment, you may refrain and make a Spiritual Communion 

instead. See the back page of the newsletter for a form you could use. 

Another precaution we have been advised to take is that we stop using hymn books. 

Therefore, for the time being, we will have hymn sheets which you are asked to take 

away with you at the end of Mass and not leave them in the church. The same goes for 

the newsletters – please take them away with you. Don’t leave them in church. 

Let us all pray for each other and for the welfare of the whole Parish. 

Fr Paul Gillham, IC 

 

                                                                        



 
 

 

 

 

 

           

  

MASS TIMES AT ST MARY’S 

Sat  14th             5.30-5.55pm      Confessions + on request   

  6.00pm Vigil Mass 

Sun  15th                         THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

  9.00am Parish Mass 

  10.30-10.55am Confessions + on request   

  11.00am Parish Mass 

`  4.00pm Italian Mass 

Mon 16th        9.15am Lenten Feria 

Tues 17th       9.15am St Patrick, Bishop, Patrol of Ireland (Feast) 

Weds 18th             9.15am St Cyril of Jerusalem 

Thurs 19th            9.15am St Joseph, Spouse of the blessed Virgin (Solemnity)  

  7.00pm Latin Mass (old rite) 

Fri 20th           9.15am St Alcmund, Martyr 

  6.00pm St Alcmund, Martyr 

  6.30pm Stations of the Cross (followed by Confessions) 

Sat 21st         9.15am Lenten Feria 

  10.00-11.00am Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions  

  5.30-5.55pm      Confessions + on request   

  6.00pm Vigil Mass 

Sun 22nd        FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

  9.00am Parish Mass 

  10.30-10.55am Confessions + on request  

  11.00am Parish Mass 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S 

Tues 17th       5.00-6.00pm Confirmation Class – Hall  

  6.45-7.15pm Holy Rosary – Church 

Weds 18th   2.00-4.00pm Senior Citizens – Hall  

  7.00pm RCIA – Library  *** Please note change of day *** 

Sat  21st   10.00-11.00am First Holy Communion Class – Hall 

 
VESPERS AND BENEDICTION: Sunday 22nd March at 6pm. 

MASS AT LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY has been suspended until after Easter as a 

precautionary measure against coronavirus. 

 

NB: Due to government regulations regarding personal data (GDPR), we are only  

able to publicise the Mass intentions in the printed edition of the newsletter. 

 



 
 
 

 

        

  

THE WEEKEND MASS ROTAS for April to July are now available to collect from the back 

of church. 

101 CLUB: This month’s winning number is 61. 

SAFEGUARDING NOTICE: Kindly note, if your child needs to use the toilet facilities 

during Mass, please ensure that either you or another responsible adult escorts them to and 

from the hall where the facilities are situated. This applies to all minors aged 12 and under. 

A GENTLE REMINDER to parents of young children in the side chapel during Mass. No 

food is to be consumed there. We also ask you to avoid taking children out to the toilet during 

the Consecration. This is the most sacred part of the Mass and it is very distracting if people are 

moving around. Thank you. 

FAITH INTO ACTION: A day to build social action in the Diocese of Nottingham - 

Saturday 28th March 2020, Cathedral Hall, Nottingham. Nottingham Diocese is 

joining Caritas, the Church’s worldwide ministry of charity.  Join Bishop Patrick, Caritas 

Social Action Network, the diocesan Justice & Peace Commission and Catholics from all 

round our diocese.  ‘Faith into Action’ is a day to take practical steps to bring the Gospel to 

life.  For details and booking visit dioceseofnottingham.uk/faithintoaction or call 07470 

907656. 

REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS THE DOWRY OF MARY: This will take place 

throughout England and Wales on the weekend of Sunday 29th March. We will make the Act 

of Entrustment of England to Mary at all Masses and have a Marian Procession at the 11am 

Mass that day. You can download the Rededication prayers from www.behold2020.com. 

HOLY WEEK PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM - Friday 3rd to Sunday 12th April: A 

chance to walk from Keyworth to Walsingham in the company of like-minded Christians and 

spend the Easter Triduum there. For more information, see the leaflets at the back of church, 

visit www.studentcross.org.uk or contact Damien at damienmsweeney@gmail.com. 

EASTER PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE: 8th April 2020.  Please see notice board. 

 

***************** 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY for those who have recently died:  Archbishop Peter Smith, Ann Dale and 

June Faulks. May they rest in peace.   

and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  James Wardle, Elsie Walmsley, Lucy 

Antill, Joyce Oakley, Polikarp Ereminowicz, John Saunders, Mario Lanza, Rev Fr Eddie 

Murphy, Guglielmo Buttarazzi, Eva Hao Xu, Edward Wortley, Elena Romaniello, Joan 

Hammond, Ann Ludlow, Paddy Mills, Genoveffa DeBlasio, Timm Tymzyszyn, Kath Spencer, 

Ann Turner, James Fay and Michele & Filomena Paolella. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE 

LEADER:  Please kneel for our prayer for vocations.  Let us ask God to give worthy Priests to 

His Holy Church and Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.  

ALL:  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this diocese with many priests, brothers 

and sisters, who will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church and making 

You known and loved. 

LEADER:  Bless our families. Bless our children. 

ALL:  Choose from our homes those who are needed for Your work. 

LEADER:  Mary, Queen of the Clergy! 

ALL:  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain for us many more. Amen. 

***************** 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL:  Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of 

battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke 

him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power 

of God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world 

for the ruin of souls. Amen.  

PRAYER TO OUR LADY AGAINST DISEASE 

Priest: The Star of Heaven that nourished the Lord drove away the plague of death which 

the first parents of man brought into the world.  That very Star is now worthy to 

encompass the world, whose wars cut down the people with the sore of dreaded death.  

All: O glorious Star of the Sea, preserve us from pestilence; hear us, O Lady, for Thy 

Son honours Thee by denying Thee nothing.  Save us, O Jesus, for whom Thy Virgin 

Mother supplicates Thee. 

***************** 

A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION is an earnest desire to receive Holy Communion when 

you are unable to. St Padre Pio, even though he celebrated Mass every day also had the 

habit of making a spiritual communion a number of times throughout the day. Here is a 

form used by him and many other saints: My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present 

in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to possess 

You within my soul. Since I am unable at this moment to receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as being already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

FROM THE SAINTS: “Our Lord Himself I saw in... this venerable Sacrament. ...I felt as 

if my chains fell, as those of St Peter at the touch of the divine messenger. My God, what 

new scenes for my soul! (St Elizabeth Ann Seton, 1774-1821 on the Sacrament of 

Penance) 

LAST WEEK'S FINANCE 

First Collection: £ 741 CAFOD:  £580 (so far) of which £251 was Gift Aided 

Standing Orders: £ 636 @ 31/01 Thank you 

 

 


