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Alleluia! Christ is Victorious! 
“This is the day which the Lord hath made: let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 117:24). 

Today, Easter Sunday, is the greatest Feast of the Church’s year and how sad it is we cannot 

celebrate it together in our church and that we priests cannot wish you a Happy Easter in person, 

but we will all be together again soon. When JESUS was crucified and died on the cross it 

seemed as if all were lost - God had died. But then on the third day He rose victoriously from the 

dead. He triumphed over sin, over death, over Satan and over the sufferings of this world. And 

because we are part of His Body, we have also triumphed if we are faithful to Him. As JESUS 

rose from the dead, so will we. “I believe in the resurrection of the body” we say in the Creed. 

Even in the Old Testament when Job was suffering terribly with leprosy and everyone had 

deserted him including his own family, he found comfort in this great truth. “For I know that my 

Redeemer liveth, and in the last day I shall rise out of the earth. And I shall be clothed again 

with my skin, and in my flesh I will see my God” (Job 19:25-27). 

So we rejoice in Christ’s victory, and even amidst the crisis we are presently living through, we 

can now sing Alleluia. This crisis of the pandemic will end, we don’t know when, but it will 

end. Many are undergoing great hardship at the moment whether due to illness, poverty, 

homelessness, loss of work or simply being confined to where they live. Let us keep them in our 

prayers, and also our Prime Minister that he make a speedy recovery. Many are being heroic and 

risking their own health and even their lives by keeping public services going and nursing the 

sick. They deserve our admiration, our thanks and our prayers too. And thank you to all of you 

who are doing so much in the parish helping people get through this crisis. 

But whatever lies ahead let us keep faith, keep our eyes fixed on Our Lord and not start to sink 

under the waves as St Peter did. The bright day of resurrection will come. So may I with Fr 

Simon and Fr David wish you all a very happy and holy Easter. Bishop Patrick also telephoned 

and sends his best wishes and assurance of prayers to the whole parish. May the joy of the 

Resurrection renew the whole world and may God bless you all. 

Fr Paul Gillham, IC 

FROM THE SAINTS: “Never let anything so fill you with sorrow as to make you forget the 

joy of Christ risen.” (St Teresa of Calcutta, 1910-1997). 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

           

  

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S 

Sat  11th              8.00pm Easter Vigil – For the end of Coronavirus 

Sun  12th                         EASTER SUNDAY 

  9.00am The deceased members of the Briscombe family 

  11.00am For the Parish 

Mon 13th        9.15am Venancio Castillo Sr RIP (Anniversary) 

Tues 14th        9.15am Narina Crowson RIP 

Weds 15th              9.15am Ray Wainwright RIP 

Thurs 16th             9.15am Ann Checketts RIP (Anniversary) 

Fri 17th           9.15am Vito Caruso RIP 

Sat 18th          9.15am Violet & Philip Bowler RIP 

  6.00pm Intention for the living 

Sun 19th         DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

  9.00am Kathleen & Amelia Blake RIP 

    11.00am For the Parish 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Although the times of Masses have been left on the weekly 

calendar, the priests will not necessarily offer Mass at those specific times, but the Masses 

will all be celebrated for the particular intentions on the days advertised.  
 

******* 

 

NB: Due to government regulations regarding personal data (GDPR), we are only  

able to publicise the Mass intentions for the deceased in the printed edition of the 

newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY for those who have recently died. Giuseppe Battista, Dom John Moakler, 

Maria (Natalina) Carecci and Kevin Chapman. May they rest in peace. 

and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Mary Woodhouse, Kevin D’Arcy, 

Freda Reilly, Jean Whieldon, Adam Hill, Donald Smith, Charles Pears, Margaret Pascall, 

Lucyna Camara, Edward Loftus, Cosimo Calabrese, Giuseppe Romano, John Hussey, Mary 

Dempsey, Sharon Biddles, Giovanni Palmieri, Maurice Welband, Ann Checketts, Sarah 

Berridge and Venancio Castillo Sr 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

        

  

CORONAVIRUS AND STAYING IN TOUCH: During this difficult period, we will be 

keeping in touch with you and informing you of anything we think might be of help to you 

in two ways: 

1. The Parish website – www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk. Here you can sign up to 

receive the newsletter by email every week and access the Sunday Mass readings and 

prayers. The home page will keep you updated with links to News posts and other 

helpful information. 

2. A private Facebook support group (St Mary’s Community Support) that you can 

join and through which you can interact with other parishioners and offer each other 

support. To join the group you will need to have a Facebook account. A link to the 

group is available on the Parish website. 
 

CLERGY EASTER OFFERING: The Easter Offering traditionally goes to the Priests of 

the Parish and forms the major part of their income for the year. If you would like to make 

an offering, either send a cheque made payable to 'St Mary's Catholic Church', or by 

saving your offering to bring in until we are back together again.  Please make sure you 

mark all normal envelopes as ‘Easter Offering’ so that we can distinguish between your 

normal weekly offering and your gift to the Clergy, who thank you in anticipation for your 

generosity. 

SUPPORT FOR ST MARY'S: While the church remains closed, I would like to ask 

parishioners who have previously supported St Mary’s through the weekly offertory, to 

consider setting up a monthly standing order to St Mary's.  If you would like to do this, 

please email office@stmarysloughborough.org.uk and ask for the Parish account details to 

be sent to you.  Alternatively, donations can be made (through PayPal) from the ‘Donate’ 

page on the parish website or by cheque made out to St Mary's RCP. Thank you.  Fr Paul  

GIFT AIDED DONATIONS: Have you recently set up a standing order online to 

send regular payments to St Mary's? If so, and you would like to Gift Aid your 

donations, please download and complete the Gift Aid declaration form available on the 

parish website (Home page updates or click on ‘Donate to St Mary’s’ under the 

‘Fundraising’ tab). Please return your completed form to Geoff Mercer. 

MASS INTENTIONS: There are many spaces for Mass Intentions after Easter week. 

Please remember the deceased benefit from the Masses offered for them regardless of who 

is in the church. It doesn't matter that you can't attend, but it still helps them.   Fr Paul  

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Next Sunday 19th April is Divine Mercy Sunday. We 

won't be able to celebrate it in the normal way but we could put up the Divine Mercy 

image in our homes to ask for protection on ourselves and on our families during the 

pandemic. I will put one on the parish website for you to download if you wish.  Fr Paul 

ALTAR CLOTH: Thank you very much to the UCM who have sponsored a new cloth for 

the High Altar which was painstakingly and beautifully embroidered on linen by Jean 

Lopez. It was used for the first time on the Solemnity of the Annunciation, our Patronal 

Feast. There will be plenty of opportunities to see it in the future.  Fr Paul 

 

 



 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE 

LEADER:  Please kneel for our prayer for vocations.  Let us ask God to give worthy Priests to His 

Holy Church and Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.  

ALL:  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this diocese with many priests, brothers and 

sisters, who will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church and making You 

known and loved. 

LEADER:  Bless our families. Bless our children. 

ALL:  Choose from our homes those who are needed for Your work. 

LEADER:  Mary, Queen of the Clergy! 

ALL:  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain for us many more. Amen. 

***************** 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL:  Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of 

battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke 

him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power 

of God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world 

for the ruin of souls. Amen.  

PRAYER TO OUR LADY AGAINST DISEASE 

Priest: The Star of Heaven that nourished the Lord drove away the plague of death which 

the first parents of man brought into the world.  That very Star is now worthy to encompass 

the world, whose wars cut down the people with the sore of dreaded death.  

All: O glorious Star of the Sea, preserve us from pestilence; hear us, O Lady, for Thy 

Son honours Thee by denying Thee nothing.  Save us, O Jesus, for whom Thy Virgin 

Mother supplicates Thee. 

***************** 

A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION is an earnest desire to receive Holy Communion when 

you are unable to. St Padre Pio, even though he celebrated Mass every day also had the 

habit of making a spiritual communion a number of times throughout the day. Here is a 

form used by him and many other saints: My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present 

in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to possess You 

within my soul. Since I am unable at this moment to receive You sacramentally, come 

at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as being already there and unite 

myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

 

***************** 

 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP CHECKING THE PARISH WEBSITE DURING THE WEEK  

FOR UPDATES FROM ST MARY’S 

www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk 


