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Holy Week 
With Palm Sunday, we enter now the holiest of weeks, and it’s going to be very different this 

year from any other Holy Week in living memory, since the ceremonies will have to be 

celebrated behind closed doors and in your homes. I have written more about this in my letter of 

1st April which you can read on the parish website. This is a cross we all have to bear, but we 

accept it as in the Providence of God. In true Catholic spirit, let us put it to good use by offering 

up our sufferings in union with Christ’s sufferings in reparation for our own sins, for the sins of 

others and for all the evil in the world. Let us beg God’s mercy and ask Him to end this 

pandemic quickly. And let us not forget the Holy Souls in Purgatory who always need our 

spiritual help. 

What has been wonderful to see over the past couple of weeks since the lockdown is how people 

are showing so much Christian charity and concern for each other in the parish – not that this 

isn’t the case in more normal times – but it has been particularly highlighted in these days when 

so many are unable to go about their normal business. We priests have also been touched by the 

many offers of help and kindness and assurances of prayers we have received from parishioners. 

This is really wonderful and truly inspiring. 

One of the things that has been troubling me most as your Priest and Spiritual Father is that you 

don’t have easy access to the Sacraments, particularly Confession. This is not how things should 

be. So included with the printed edition of this newsletter is how to make an ‘Act of Perfect 

Contrition’ which can forgive even mortal sins when it is not possible to make a sacramental 

Confession. But you should have the intention to make a sacramental Confession as soon as it 

becomes possible. I will also post this on the parish website. 

However, on this Palm Sunday as Our Lord enters Jerusalem, He knew what lay ahead of Him. 

He knew the terrible sufferings He would undergo to redeem us. And He also knew that on the 

third day He would rise again. So may the crosses we now endure in union with Him be 

transformed into resurrections. This is the reason for our joy and our hope. It’s through the cross 

that we gain life.  

Fr Paul Gillham, IC 

                                                                        

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

           

  

LITURGICAL CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sat  4th              6.00pm Vigil Mass 

Sun  5th                         PALM SUNDAY 

  9.00am Parish Mass 

  11.00am Parish Mass 

Mon 6th        9.15am Monday of Holy Week 

Tues 7th        9.15am Tuesday of Holy Week 

Weds 8th              9.15am Wednesday of Holy Week 

Thurs 9th             MAUNDY THURSDAY 

  7.00pm Missa in Coena Domini  

Fri 10th           GOOD FRIDAY  

  3.00pm Sacred Liturgy 

Sat 11th          HOLY SATURDAY 

  8.00pm Easter Vigil – For the end of Coronavirus 

Sun 12th         EASTER SUNDAY 

  9.00am Parish Mass 

    11.00am Parish Mass 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: Although the times of Masses have been left on the weekly calendar, 

the priests will not necessarily offer Mass at those specific times, but the Masses will all be 

celebrated for the particular intentions on the days advertised.  

 

******* 

 

NB: Due to government regulations regarding personal data (GDPR), we are only  

able to publicise the Mass intentions in the printed edition of the newsletter. 

 

 

******* 

 

 

Please pray for those who have recently died. Veronica Bailey, Ray Wainwright, Terry 

Monaghan (Bernard’s brother) and Canon John Berry. May they rest in peace. 

and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Kenneth Holden, Graham Embleton, 

Tony D’Amato, Irene Maddison, Rt Rev James McGuinness, Joan Pears, Janice Hammond, 

Margaret O’Toole, Pete Malone, Elisa Pinto, Margaret Garton, Anne Wade, Dorothy Cayless, 

George Finney, Dennis O’Mahoney, Rev Sr Mary Magdalen Ferguson, Giovanni Gallo and 

Laura and Samuel Sagrado 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

        

  

CORONAVIRUS AND STAYING IN TOUCH: During this difficult period, we will be 

keeping in touch with you and informing you of anything we think might be of help to you in 

two ways: 

1. The Parish website – www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk. Here you can sign up to 

receive the newsletter by email every week and access the Sunday Mass readings and 

prayers. The home page will keep you updated with links to News posts and other helpful 

information. 

2. A private Facebook support group (St Marys Community Support) that you can join 

and through which you can interact with other parishioners and offer each other support. To 

join the group you will need to have a Facebook account. A link to the group is available on 

the Parish website. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: There are many spaces for Mass Intentions after Easter week. Please 

remember the deceased benefit from the Masses offered for them regardless of who is in the 

church. It doesn't matter that you can't attend, but it still helps them.   Fr Paul  

GOOD FRIDAY: A reminder that even under the present circumstances, Good Friday is a day 

of fasting and abstinence. This means Catholics who are 18 years old and up until their 59th 

birthday (when you begin your 60th year) are bound to fast (1 full meal and perhaps a little 

food at a couple of points during the day). Also, all Catholics who are 14 years and older must 

abstain from meat. 

TRIDUUM TIMES OF SERVICE: We will celebrate these in the church at the times 

advertised - Maundy Thursday 7pm, Good Friday 3pm and Holy Saturday at 8pm. The Chrism 

Mass at the Cathedral, when the Bishop blesses the Holy Oils, has been postponed until later in 

the year. So for the time being we will have to continue using the oils blessed last year in 

administering the Sacraments.  Fr Paul 

PALM SUNDAY:  Please note there is an Order of Service for Palm Sunday on the parish 

website which you can print out attached to my letter of 1st April. I will produce the same for 
the Triduum. There are also printed copies of the newsletter outside the church. Fr Paul 

SUPPORT FOR THE VULNERABLE: Charnwood Council are working with John Storer 

Charnwood and have set up ‘Charnwood Community Action’ as an umbrella organisation to 

ensure there is a coordinated approach to supporting the most vulnerable in our 

communities. Visit www.johnstorercharnwood.org.uk for more information. 

SUPPORT FOR ST MARY'S: While the church remains closed, I would like to ask 

parishioners who have previously supported St Mary’s through the weekly offertory, to 

consider setting up a monthly standing order to St Mary's.  If you would like to do this, please 

email office@stmarysloughborough.org.uk and ask for the Parish account details to be sent to 

you.  Alternatively, donations can be made (through PayPal) from the ‘Donate’ page on the 

parish website or by cheque made out to St Mary's RCP. Thank you.  Fr Paul  

ALTAR CLOTH: Thank you very much to the UCM who have sponsored a new cloth for the 

High Altar which was painstakingly and beautifully embroidered on linen by Jean Lopez. It 

was used for the first time on the Solemnity of the Annunciation, our Patronal Feast. There will 

be plenty of opportunities to see it in the future. Fr Paul 

FROM THE SAINTS: “The cross is the ladder to Heaven.” (St John Marie Vianney, 1786-

1859). 

 



 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE 

LEADER:  Please kneel for our prayer for vocations.  Let us ask God to give worthy Priests to His 

Holy Church and Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.  

ALL:  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this diocese with many priests, brothers and 

sisters, who will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church and making You 

known and loved. 

LEADER:  Bless our families. Bless our children. 

ALL:  Choose from our homes those who are needed for Your work. 

LEADER:  Mary, Queen of the Clergy! 

ALL:  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain for us many more. Amen. 

***************** 

PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL:  Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of 

battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God thrust down 

to hell Satan and all the wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of 

souls. Amen.  

PRAYER TO OUR LADY AGAINST DISEASE 

Priest: The Star of Heaven that nourished the Lord drove away the plague of death which the 

first parents of man brought into the world.  That very Star is now worthy to encompass the 

world, whose wars cut down the people with the sore of dreaded death.  

All: O glorious Star of the Sea, preserve us from pestilence; hear us, O Lady, for Thy Son 

honours Thee by denying Thee nothing.  Save us, O Jesus, for whom Thy Virgin Mother 

supplicates Thee. 

***************** 

A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION is an earnest desire to receive Holy Communion when you are 

unable to. St Padre Pio, even though he celebrated Mass every day also had the habit of making 

a spiritual communion a number of times throughout the day. Here is a form used by him and 

many other saints: My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to possess You within my soul. Since I 

am unable at this moment to receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as being already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 

me to be separated from You. Amen. 

REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND: We priests were delighted that so many of you joined 

with us last Sunday in making the Rededication of England as the 'Dowry of Mary'. Some of 

you tuned in live to Walsingham. Marian devotion is an essential part of our Catholic identity 

and there is a great history of it in this country. Let us all make a really serious effort to recite 

the Rosary or even part of it daily. St Padre Pio said, “Some people are so foolish that they think 

they can go through life without the help of the Blessed Mother. Love the Madonna and pray the 

Rosary, for her Rosary is the weapon against the evils of the world today. All graces given by 

God pass through the Blessed Mother.”  Fr Paul 

PLEASE KEEP CHECKING THE PARISH WEBSITE DURING THE WEEK  

FOR UPDATES FROM ST MARY’S 

www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk 


