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St Paul in today’s Second Reading (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) is very 
worried about the divisions in the Church at Corinth. 

“Brothers, I want to remind you of  the gospel I preached to you, the gospel that 
you received and in which you are firmly established; because the gospel will 
save you only if  you keep believing exactly what I preached to you – believing 
anything else will not lead to anything.”

It is clear from what Paul says that this gospel is something that he 
has received and then he hands it over. He doesn’t get to pick and 
choose what he thinks the tradition is. And he goes on to expound 
the articles of  faith – that Christ died for our sins, that He was 
buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, and that He appeared to the Apostles, and then to five 
hundred other people at the same time. It sounds remarkably similar 
to the Apostles’ Creed. Many scholars think Paul here is echoing an 
early creedal formula that was already circulating in the Church. But 
Paul emphasises here the Resurrection because some of  the people 
in Corinth were denying the Resurrection of  Our Lord from the 
dead.

Divisions are always a threat to the Church and we see that very 
clearly today, particularly over the liturgy and also over sexual issues. 
But Our Lord knew there would be divisions, and that because of  
our fallen human nature it would be hard to stay united. This is 
why He gave us the Magisterium or the teaching authority of  
the Church. And St Paul here uses this teaching authority to solve 
the crisis of  belief  in Corinth: “The gospel will save you only if  you keep 
believing exactly what I preached to you...What matters is that I preach what 
they [the Apostles] preach, and this is what you all believed.”

According to Pope St John Paul II, the Catechism of  the 
Catholic Church is a “safe standard for the doctrine of  the faith”. The 
Catechism was written to strengthen the Faith of  those whose belief  
has been weakened by the relativistic society in which we live. We 
cannot be ‘cafeteria Catholics’, picking and choosing to believe the 
bits we like while rejecting other truths revealed by God. If  we do 
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Please pray for those who 
have recently died
Marta Moson
Joyce Concannon
Clelia Paciolla
Costantino Lallo
Patrick Ready  
May they rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time
Patrick Doyle
Anna King
Baby Frankie Bulger 
Jim O’Flynn

Our Lady of  Lourdes

Sat 5th Vigil Mass
6.00pm For the Parish – PUBLIC MASS

Sun 6th  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am  Derrick Baxter (RIP) – PUBLIC MASS
11.15am  Matta Ngo Thi Nhuong (RIP) – PUBLIC MASS
4.00pm Italian Mass – PUBLIC MASS

Mon 7th St Josephine Bakhita (Memoria)
9.15am Deceased of the Lavery & Swan families – PUBLIC MASS
4.30pm Reception of  Clelia Paciolla RIP

Tues 8th Feria
9.15am Reginald Granger & Ambrosine Faulks (RIP)
12 noon Requiem Mass for Clelia Paciolla RIP

Weds 9th Feria
11.30am Funeral Service for Patrick Ready RIP
6.00-6.25pm Parish Rosary (in church)
6.30pm Jacqueline O’Connor (RIP) – PUBLIC MASS

Thurs 10th St Scholastica (Memoria)
9.15am Family Intention

Fri 11th Our Lady of  Lourdes (Memoria)
6.00-6.25pm Confessions
6.30pm For the sick of  the Parish – PUBLIC MASS

Sat 12th Saturday Mass of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
10.00am Sheila McFerran (RIP) 
10.30am Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm with Confessions 10.30-11.30am
6.00pm Vigil Mass: Terence John Foister (RIP) – PUBLIC MASS

Sun 13th  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am  Teresa Frankow (RIP) – PUBLIC MASS
11.15am  Cliff  Brookes (RIP, Anniversary) – PUBLIC MASS
4.00pm Italian Mass – PUBLIC MASS

This week at St Mary’s
Weds 9th: UCM – 2.00pm in the Hall

The second collection next weekend will be for the Society for 
the Protection of  Unborn Children (SPUC)

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S
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VACANCIES

The Exaireo Trust has 
the following vacancies 
(See noticeboard at the 
back of  church for salary 
and contact information)

ReUse Project workshop 
supervisor: to supervise 
the workshop, supporting 
and training volunteers. 
Experience of  sanding 
and painting required. 
Initial fixed-term 3 month 
contract, but may lead to 
more permanent work. 
Closing date: Friday 18th 
February

Women’s rehabilitation 
project worker: supporting 
clients in Exaireo’s women 
only recovery house, to 
maintain their licence 
agreement and enable 
them to move on to live 
independently. Must have 
own transport. Closing date: 
Monday 28th February

Catholic teachers 
working outside Catholic 
education are invited to 
find out more about the 
opportunities in Catholic 
education within the 
Diocese of  Nottingham 
at a virtual meeting on 
Tuesday 8th February, 
7.00pm - 8.30pm. To 
reserve a place email julie.
sweeney@nottingham-des.
org.uk. See noticeboard 
at the back of  church for 
more information.

Continued from front page

this we simply make up our own religion. “Oh, but I like to think 
for myself. It cramps my freedom” people say. But no, this is false. The 
opposite is true. Freedom is in the truth. Our Lord said “The truthtruth 
will set you free” (John 8:32). Which is freer to arrive safely at harbour? 
The boat guided by a lighthouse, or the boat guided by the moods 
and whims of  the captain? The answer is obvious! The Church 
teaches us the truth about faith and morals with Christ’s authority 
to help us get to Heaven. And the job of  the Pope and the Bishops 
is to protect that Deposit of  Faith (Depositum fidei) that has been 
handed down from Christ and the Apostles, and then to faithfully 
hand it on in its undiluted beauty and purity. If  anyone contradicts 
what has always been taught, we must reject it as not being of  God, 
because God does not change and God cannot lie, but the devil 
does lie and is constantly seeking to lead us astray.

Let us thank God for the Magisterium of  the Church which protects 
our Faith, and make an effort to study this great treasure of  teaching 
so as we become experts in Christ. A great place to begin is the 
Catechism of  the Catholic Church.

Fr Paul Gillham, IC

Tuesday 8th February is the Day of  Prayer for the Victims of  
Trafficking when we pray for the thousands of  victims of  this crime 
throughout the world.  It coincides with the feast day of  Saint Josephine 
Bakhita (patron of  the African Province of  the Rosminians) who 
despite the suffering she experienced as a slave was a wonderful witness 
of  how to live a life rooted in faith, hope and love. Human trafficking 
now ranks as the second most profitable worldwide criminal enterprise 
after the illegal arms trade.  The Church wishes to raise awareness of  this 
horrendous crime and the impact of  human trafficking in the UK and the 
rest of  the world.

Pilgrimage to Lourdes May 28th - 4th June 2022: Travelling by 
coach and ferry. Accommodation at Hotel Esplanade: full board. Cost: 
approx £525 still to be confirmed. If  you’re interested or would like 
more information, please contact David or Joy on 01509 230384.

The next Food Bank collection will be on Saturday 12th February 
in the church car park, 10.30-11.00am. Popular items include shower 
gels, shampoo, soap, toilet roll, washing detergents, cleaning products, 
tea, small jars of  coffee and drinking chocolate, long life milk, nappies 
for toddlers, hair conditioner, household cleaning products and 
toothpaste. Thank you all for your generosity.                 Jane Monaghan
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Pre-booking places 
for Weekend Masses 
Online bookings can be 
made on the diocesan 
website at   
https://massbooking.uk    
Telephone bookings can be 
made by calling 

 07554 603972 
 Thursday & Friday
 4pm – 6.30pm 

PLEASE NOTE: It is no 
longer necessary to book 
places for weekday Masses.

Please do not phone the 
Presbytery. A pre-booked 
seat is not guaranteed if  
you arrive after Mass has 
begun. 

May I take this opportunity 
to remind you that the 
Sunday obligation is still 
suspended, and therefore I 
would encourage some of  
you to take advantage of  
attending Mass during the 
week if  possible to help 
ease the numbers at the 
weekend. Thank you. 

                              Fr Paul

Last Week’s Finance
Collection: £444 (of  which 
£114 was gift-aided)

Standing orders: £824 
@31/12 (of  which £715 
was gift-aided)

Attendance: 274

Thank you

Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader:  Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
    God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.   
All:   O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this   
   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who   
   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church   
   and making You known and loved.
Leader:  Bless our families. Bless our children.
All:    Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
   Your work.
Leader:  Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All:    Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain   
   for us many more. Amen. 

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the 
wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. 
Amen.

Covid Guidance for Churches: Following the government’s lifting 
of  ‘Plan B’ on 27th January,  the Bishops’ Conference has given 
more guidance. Firstly, anyone displaying Covid-19 symptoms should 
stay at home. There is now no need for formal social distancing in 
church although we should be sensitive to the needs of  those around 
us. Good ventilation of  the building will continue. Face masks, 
although no longer mandatory, are still recommended and we will 
keep hand sanitiser on entry and exit. Holy water will now return to 
the stoups but will be changed regularly. Holy Communion remains 
under one kind only. Parish social activities may resume. Although 
we are trying to return to normality, everyone is asked to continue to 
take responsibility for their personal safety.            Fr Paul

From the Saints
“Error may flourish for a time, but truth will 
prevail in the end. The only effect of  error 
ultimately is to promote truth.”  

(St John Henry Newman, 1801-1890)


