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The Priesthood of  JESUS Christ

14th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

Today’s Gospel of  the sending out of  the seventy-two, or in 
some manuscripts, seventy (Luke 10:1-12, 17-20) is unique to 

Luke’s Gospel and also a very important one. The mission of  the 
seventy-two parallels the sending out of  the Twelve in Matthew’s 
Gospel (10:1-16), when Our Lord tells them to cure the sick and 
to cast out demons and to preach about the Kingdom of  God, and 
that He’s sending them out as lambs among wolves. The seventy-two 
clearly have the same kind of  Apostolic and evangelistic function of  
the Twelve, and yet they’re not the Twelve. 

In the Old Testament the number seventy has a special connection 
to the priesthood. Moses appointed seventy elders of  the people 
of  Israel to assist him in governing the people (Numbers 11:16-17). 
But then the Spirit of  the Lord fell upon two other men, Eldad 
and Medad making them up to seventy-two. So what Our Lord is 
doing here is setting up a priestly hierarchy. Many will deny He 
established a priesthood at all and will say he merely had a group of  
followers who went around the countryside preaching, but this is far 
from the truth. These seventy-two didn’t choose themselves. They 
were appointed and sent out by Our Lord, and He gives them power 
and authority just as He did to the Twelve. And this authority is so 
real that if  the town rejects these missionaries who are coming to 
them, it brings judgement upon them. Verse 16 has been edited out 
of  this reading, but Our Lord says, “He who hears you, hears Me. He who 
rejects you, rejects Me, and he who rejects Me, rejects Him who sent Me.” This 
is why the pope and the bishops are important, because they are the 
successors of  the Apostles. This is why breaking with the Bishop of  
Rome who is the Successor of  St Peter, has always been regarded 
as a grave sin. So it is clear that what Our Lord envisions is one 
Church, united in worship and doctrine - that is One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, rooted in the authority that Christ 
Himself  gives to the Apostles and whom He sends out to preach and 
teach in His name. 
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Please pray for those 
who are sick

for those who have 
recently died
Stuart Lynch 
May he rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at this 
time
Janey Affleck
Jane Butler
Doreen Dilkes
Donato Buttarazzi
June Cammish

Sat 2nd Vigil Mass
6.00pm Patrick Hollingsworth (RIP)

Sun 3rd  Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am  For the Parish
11.15am  Peter Vu Van Que (RIP)
4.00pm No Italian Mass 

Mon 4th St Elizabeth of  Portugal (Memoria)
9.15am Greg O’Connor (RIP)

Tues 5th St Anthony Zaccaria (Memoria)
9.15am Intention for the living

Weds 6th Feria
6.00-6.25pm Parish Rosary (in church)
6.30pm Special Intention (Latin, old rite) 

Thurs 7th Feria
9.15am Betty Lane (RIP)

Fri 8th Feria
1.15pm Funeral Service for Stuart Lynch RIP
6.00-6.25pm Confessions
6.30pm Dominic Bombardini (RIP)

Sat 9th Saturday Mass of  the BVM
10.00am For the Parish  No Public Mass
10.30am Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm with Confessions 10.30-11.30am
6.00pm Vigil Mass: Rita & Rocco Acierno, Gino Romano (RIP)

Sun 10th  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am  Sr Theopilamma Nedumakal (RIP)
11.15am  Crispin Castillo (RIP, Anniversary) 
4.00pm Italian Mass 

This week at St Mary’s
Tues 5th Bible Study: A Letter from Prison 
  - 7.00pm in the Library

Thurs 7th RCIA - 7.00pm in the Library 

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S

Bishop Patrick, who today celebrates 
seven years as our Bishop
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We often talk about how the Apostles were the first priests and that 
Our Lord ordained them at the Last Supper. But it’s important to 
remember the Apostles weren’t just the first priests, they were also 
the first Bishops, because in them, as in the Bishop, resides the 
fullness of  Apostolic authority. The fullness of  the priesthood is 
in the Bishop, who is the successor to the Twelve Apostles. And yet, 
in His public ministry, Our Lord appoints a second level within the 
hierarchy of  the seventy-two disciples. Here is what the Venerable 
Bede (d.735 AD) wrote about this Gospel in the eighth century. “Just 
as the number of  the twelve apostles marked the beginning of  the episcopal rank, 
it is apparent that the seventy-two disciples, who were also sent out by the Lord to 
preach the word, signify in their selection the lesser rank of  the priesthood that is 
now called the presbyterate.”

So Our Lord did establish the Sacred Priesthood, and this Gospel 
passage from Luke is crucial for us to see that. The Catholic 
Priesthood is not some medieval invention, or even an invention 
of  the early Church in the 2nd Century. No! The New Testament 
Priesthood goes back to Christ Himself, who not only establishes the 
hierarchy of  the Twelve, but also of  the seventy-two disciples. And it 
is through this Priesthood of  the New Testament that the Sacrifice of  
Calvary (the Mass) is made present on our altars, and that our sins are 
forgiven in the Sacrament of  Penance, and that we are prepared for 
our departure from this life (Anointing of  the Sick). The Priesthood 
is essential in God’s plan for the salvation of  the world. However, 
“The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of  the harvest to 
send labourers to His harvest” (Luke 10:2). Please pray daily our prayer for 
vocations to the Priesthood and religious life which you will find on 
the back page of  this newsletter. 
           Fr Paul Gillham, IC

Fr Antonio Belsito has a 
Bible Study session every 
Tuesday from 7pm to 8pm. 
We are currently doing 
the beautiful Book of  the 
ACTS of  the Apostles, 
chapter by chapter. You are 
welcome to come to the 
Rosmini Centre, Ratcliffe 
on the Wreake, LE7 4SJ, 
for tea and coffee as well. 
If  you cannot travel and 
wish to join by Zoom, 
please send your email 
address to Fr Antonio - 
aabelsito@hotmail. com 
- and he will send you the 
link.  His phone number is 
07828 781537.

The Knights of  St 
Columba will hold their 
next quiz in Sacred Heart 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on 
Saturday 9th July 2022.  
The cost is £7 a head, £3 
for children and students, 
to include a cheese supper, 
wine and soft drinks. All 
profits will be donated to 
the John Foster  Memorial 
Home in India, which 
houses, feeds and educates 
destitute children, and 
has been chosen as their 
national charity this year by 
the Knights.  If  you would 
like to come please call 
Will Holland on 07811 353 
248.  This helps with the 
catering and ensures we can 
maintain a sensible social 
distance between the tables.   

July is the month dedicated to the Precious Blood. The feast 
was instituted by Blessed Pius IX in 1849 and was traditionally 
celebrated on 1st July. The feast is no longer observed in the modern 
calendar but there is a Votive Mass of  the Precious Blood in the new 
missal. It is by the Blood of  Christ poured out for us on the Cross 
that we are redeemed. “You know that you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold, but with the precious Blood of  Christ, like that of  a lamb without blemish 
or spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). Precious Blood of  JESUS, price of  our 
salvation, save us!
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Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader:  Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
    God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.   
All:   O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this   
   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who   
   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church   
   and making You known and loved.
Leader:  Bless our families. Bless our children.
All:    Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
   Your work.
Leader:  Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All:    Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain   
   for us many more. Amen. 

St Mary’s School: As we approach the end of  the academic year we 
give our best wishes to the children, their families and the staff  for 
a relaxing and happy summer break. We give a fond farewell to Year 
Six as they leave St Mary’s for their secondary education and to long 
standing members of  staff. We thank Mrs Karen Richardson for 
her dedicated service over 37 years where her professionalism and 
commitment has benefitted the whole school community. Mrs Liz 
Abell leaves St. Mary’s and again we thank her for her commitment 
to Catholic education and service to the children and their families.
Mrs Alison Chiavetta retires after 24 years of  enthusiastic and caring 
service to the children in the Reception Class. We wish them all 
happiness and fulfilment in their future plans.               Jane Monaghan

Synod: The National Synthesis document is available for you to read 
on the parish website.

Congratulations to Bishop Patrick, who today, Sunday 3rd July, 
celebrates the 7th anniversary of  his Consecration as Bishop.

From the Saints
“Every priest knows himself, by divine 
election, to be a mediator between God 
and man, bringing God to man and man 
to God. As such, the priest continues the 
Incarnation of  JESUS Christ, Who was 
both God and man.” 
(Venerable Fulton Sheen, 1895-1979)

Diocesan e-news: The 
first edition of  the brand 
new diocesan e-news is 
on the horizon; sign up 
to make sure you don’t 
miss it. It only takes   
60 seconds!  Register 
via dioceseofnottingham.
uk/news/mailinglist,  by   
emailing naomi.roberts@
dioceseofnottingham.uk or 
by scanning the QR code 
on the poster at the back 
of  the church.

Parish Census: Infor-
mation about completing 
a parish census form 
can be found at www.
stmarysloughborough.org/
parish-census. 

Marie Brookes would 
like to thank everyone 
who supported and helped 
with her cake sale last 
weekend; it raised £175.56 
for Missio.

The second collection 
next weekend will be for 
the Apostleship of  the Sea.

Last Week’s Finance
Collection: £640 (of  which 
£156 was gift-aided)
Standing orders: £786
@31/05 (of  which £650
was gift-aided)
Attendance: 363

Thank you


