
Sunday 8 September 2024

www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk

St Mary of  the Annunciation Catholic Church

NEWSLETTER

St Mary of  the Annunciation 
Catholic Church
97 Ashby Road 
Loughborough LE11 3AB  
01509 262123
office@
stmarysloughborough.org.uk
Served by the Rosminians
Parish Priest 
Fr Paul Gillham, IC
On attachment 
Fr David Jones, OLW
Safeguarding Rep
Jane Monaghan
01509 262123

Parish Catholic Schools
St Mary’s Primary
Hastings Street
Loughborough LE11 5AX
01509 212621
office@stmarys-rc.leics.sch.uk
Headteacher: Miss P Jordan
De Lisle College 
Thorpe Hill
Loughborough LE11 4SQ
01509 268739
enquiries@delisle.leics.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mr C Maher Continued on page 3

23rd SUNDAY IN 
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It may come as a surprise to many of  you to hear that our church 
of  St Mary of  the Annunciation has never been consecrated. 

For a church to be consecrated it must be free of  all debt, and the 
Consecration then sets the building apart for the worship of  God 
and it passes from the profane to the sacred. The Consecration 
ceremony is always done by the Bishop, and the ceremonies are not 
dissimilar to those of  Baptism. The walls are sprinkled with Holy 
Water and then anointed with the Oil of  Chrism in the shape of  
crosses. Consecrated churches usually have 12 crosses around the 
inside walls marking the places where the walls have been anointed. 
It is the absence of  these crosses in St Mary’s that made me question 
whether the church had ever been consecrated. There are records 
in the archives of  the altars having been consecrated, but not the 
church itself. I would imagine the church was just blessed.

Years ago, Parish Priests had to keep a Parish Diary, and we have 
it recorded that Fr William Gilbert Jones who was Parish Priest 
at St Mary’s from 1961 to 1964 asked Bishop Edward Ellis, the 
then Bishop of  Nottingham, who had come to the parish for 
Confirmation in May 1964, when he was going to consecrate the 
church. He replied “Next year!” Fr Jones then moved to Dollis Hill 
and unfortunately the Consecration never took place. 

Nottingham Diocese has confirmed that St Mary’s has not 
been consecrated, and with 2025 being a Holy Year, and also the 
centenary of  our present church, it seems a significant moment 
to do it. The original church of  St Mary’s consisted of  what is now 
the sanctuary area with the entrance being through what is now the 
Baptistery, and dates from 1834. The Rosminian Fathers who have 
had charge of  the parish since 1841 extended the church to what it 
is today in 1925.

The present High Altar has not been consecrated either. It was 
constructed in the early 1970s to enable Mass to be said facing the 
people. They took the Last Supper Sculpture from the original 

Consecration of  St Mary’s
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Please pray for those 
who are sick

for those who have 
recently died
Billie Cadwallader
Tracey Allen
May they rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time
Frank Hately
Fr Dennis Hare
Sr Mary Giovanna Jose
Vera Cunningham
Dreda Clarke
Brian Dzudzewicz
Paul Lallo
Ambo Faulks
Connie Moult
John Walsh
Olga Keane
Janet Edwards

PLEASE NOTE
Due to government regu-
lations regarding personal 
data (UK-GDPR), we are 
not able to publish name 
details of  Mass intentions 
for the living in this online 
version of  the newsletter.

Nativity of  Our Lady

Sat 7th	 Vigil Mass 
6.00pm	 In Thanksgiving	

Sun 8th 	 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am	 Connie Moult (RIP, Anniversary)
11.15am	 Queen Elizabeth II (RIP, Anniversary)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Mon 9th 	 St Peter Claver (Memoria)
9.15am	 Tracey Allen (RIP)

Tues 10th	 Feria
9.15am 	 George Houston (RIP)
6.30pm	 Holy Hour for Vocations

Weds 11th	 Feria
6.30pm	 Intention for the living (Latin)

Thurs 12th	 Most Holy Name of  Mary (Memoria)
9.15am	 Emily Houston (RIP)
12.45pm	 Requiem Mass: Billie Cadwallader (RIP) 

Fri 13th	 St John Chrystostom (Memoria)           
6.00-6.25pm	 Confessions
6.30pm	 Venancio Castillo (RIP, Anniversary)

Sat 14th	 Exaltation of  the Holy Cross (Feast)  
10.30am	 Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm	 with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm
6.00pm	 Vigil Mass: Vittorio Giorgio (RIP)

Sun 15th 	 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am	 Paul Lallo (RIP)
11.15am	 Monty Gilliver (RIP)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Rosary Rosary 	 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 		 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 	
		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S
Weds 11th	 UCM - 2.00pm in the hall

Exploring the faith with St Luke: a series of  Bible study sessions 
with Fr David every Tuesday at 7.00 pm in Library, starting on 
Tuesday 17th September.

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S
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High Altar, which is still there behind, and constructed the present 
altar around it. 

So, finally Bishop Patrick will come to St Mary’s to consecrate 
the church and the High Altar at a special Mass on Thursday 
1st May 2025 at 7pm, during the month of  Our Lady and on 
the Feast of  St Joseph the Worker. This will be the first time a 
church has been consecrated in the diocese for some years, so it 
really will be an historic occasion and particularly special for us as a 
parish, and no doubt we will receive many graces from it. We look 
forward to this day with great joy!

Fr Paul Gillham, IC

Next KSC Quiz: The Knights of  St Columba are holding their 
next quiz in Sacred Heart Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Saturday 14th 
September, with all profits from the evening going to the Knight’s 
youth activities, especially here in Loughborough.  The cost remains 
just £7 a head, £3 for children and students, to include a cheese 
supper, wine and soft drinks.  If  you would like to go please call Will 
Holland on 07811 353 248.  This helps with the catering. 

Today (Sunday) is the Feast of  the Nativity of  Our Lady, but 
unfortunately the Sunday Mass takes precedence, which means we 
don’t get to celebrate the Mass of  her Feast this year. Our Lady’s 
entrance into this world was one of  the greatest events to take place 
in human history, because it was the dawn of  our hope and salvation. 
Let us honour our Blessed Mother on her birthday by praying the 
Rosary, and why not light a candle at her altar too? 	         Fr Paul 

Adoremus, the National Eucharistic Congress and Pilgrimage, 
is being celebrated on Saturday 14th September. Bishop Patrick 
has asked all parishes to have a period of  Adoration that Saturday 
to unite with the National Eucharistic procession taking place at 
Oscott. Therefore, we will have Adoration as normal at 10.30am  
with Confessions, followed by a led Holy Hour at 11.30am, 
concluding with Benediction at 12.20pm.

Is God calling me to be a priest? Do you feel that God might 
be calling you to the priesthood? If  so, please contact Father Neil 
Peoples, Vocations Director, at vocations@nottinghamdiocese.
uk to book a place at the next discernment meeting taking place at 
Cathedral Hall, Nottingham at 10.30am on Saturday 5th October.

Safeguarding: Training 
for all volunteers with 
enhanced DBS clearance 
will take place in the school 
hall on Tuesday 8th 
October at 7.00pm.
              Jane Monaghan, PSR

The Exaireo Trust are 
recruiting and have several 
positions available; see the 
notice board for details. 
This Christian charity is 
based in Loughborough - 
www.exaireo.org. 

Confirmation 2025:
Those wishing to be
confirmed in 2025 should
be in at least Year 7 by
September 2024. This
is advance notice that
anyone applying should
be attending weekly Mass
now. Those not already
attending weekly Mass for
a considerable time by the
time the application forms
are available will be asked to 
postpone their application 
until such a time as they are.

Fr Paul

There will be a Holy 
Hour for Vocations this 
Tuesday at 6.30pm

The second collection 
next weekend will be for 
Evangelii Gaudium DayEvangelii Gaudium Day

This Sunday is Education 
Day, a day of  special 
prayer for education.
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Our Parish now has 
Contactless Giving

Your donationsYour donations will 
maintain our beautiful 
church building and 
support the work, 

mission, and ministry of  
our parish.

Contactless giving is 
simple:

Select your amount and 
hold your card against the 
card reader. For donations 
of  £100 or over, Chip & 

Pin can be used

Last Week’s Finance
Collection: £788 (£130 
gift-aided)
Standing orders: £816 @ 
31/07 (£705 gift-aided)
Attendance: 533
Thank you

Please consider switching 
your weekly offering 
to Standing Order 
and adding Gift Aid if  
possible

St Mary’s bank account 
details for online donations 

Bank: Lloyds
A/c name: St Mary of  
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/c no: 00481028

Alternatively, 
scan this QR 
code to donate 
securely from 
your phone

Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader: 	 Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
	  		  God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
			   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All:	 		  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this 		
			   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who 		
			   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church 		
			   and making You known and loved.
Leader: 	 Bless our families. Bless our children.
All: 			  Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
			   Your work.
Leader: 	 Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All: 			  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain 		
			   for us many more. Amen. 

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. Amen.

Interested in becoming Catholic? If  you are and you’re over 18,
you can join the RCIA course (Rite of  Christian Initiation of  Adults)
which will begin towards the end of  September. We meet alternate
Thursdays at 7pm and study the Catholic faith. If  you enrol on the
course there is no obligation to become a Catholic at the end of  it.
The course is also suitable for already Catholic adults who would like
to be confirmed. Please contact Fr Paul or email the parish office. 

New People’s MissalsNew People’s Missals: Sunday Missals, with the new translations 
of  the readings, will be available from The Catholic Truth Society 
(CTS) at £19.95, released on 14th October. If  you would like a 
copy, you may order it through the Repository by 29th September. 
Daily Missals will be released on 14th April 2025. Please register 
your interest with the Repository. Price to be confirmed. Thank you.

From the Saints
“How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the House of  God, and this is the gate of  
Heaven.” 
Jacob, grandson of  Abraham and son of  
Isaac, Genesis 28:17


