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SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT

I wrote last week that we are joyfully preparing to celebrate the 
First Coming of  God into the world as man at Christmas. This 

happened in Bethlehem two thousand years ago with the birth 
of  JESUS. Also in this earlier part of  Advent we prepare for the 
Second Coming of  JESUS at the end of  time, and St John the 
Baptist features rather prominently in the Gospel readings. Why? 

The Gospels make it very clear that the mission and very identity 
of  John is that he is the forerunner of  Christ, the voice crying 
in the wilderness sent to “prepare the way of  the Lord and make his “prepare the way of  the Lord and make his 
paths straight”paths straight”, because JESUS is Emmanuel - God with us. John 
pre-figures Our Lord in many ways. For example, in the Gospel 
of  Luke which we are reading this liturgical year, the birth of  
John is paralleled with that of  JESUS. Both mothers conceived 
miraculously. Elizabeth was an older woman and barren who 
then became pregnant with John. And then Mary is a virgin who 
conceived miraculously by the power of  the Holy Spirit. Both births 
were announced by the Angel Gabriel. Then when the two mothers 
with child met at the Visitation, the two babies recognised each 
other, and John jumped for joy at the presence of  the Redeemer and 
was sanctified in his mother’s womb. This is the Old Testament 
meeting the New. John also prefigures JESUS in his ministry. He 
calls everyone to repentance to prepare for God Himself  coming 
into our midst. And then Our Lord’s own ministry begins with Him 
saying, “Repent for the kingdom of  God is at hand”.“Repent for the kingdom of  God is at hand”. 

So a change, a revolution is at hand and God is about to act. John 
called the people to a baptism of  water and repentance, which 
again was a pre-figuring of  the Sacrament of  Baptism JESUS 
would institute. By baptising in the River Jordan, John was calling 
to mind the passing of  the Israelites through the Red Sea when 
God freed them from slavery to the Egyptians. And, with the 
coming of  Christ, God is coming to free us from the slavery of  sin, 

The voice in the wilderness 
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Please pray for those 
who are sick

for those who have 
recently died
May they rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time
Arthur Makey
Salvatore Corbinzolu
Terry Oliver
Teresa Denton
James Slevin
Lawrence Rayburn
Fr Kit Cunningham IC
Dolorese Miller
Giuseppe Sacchetta 

PLEASE NOTE
Due to government regu-
lations regarding personal 
data (UK-GDPR), we are 
not able to publish name 
details of  Mass intentions 
for the living in this online 
version of  the newsletter.

The Immaculate Conception

Sat 7th	 Vigil Mass 
6.00pm	 Venancio Castillo Jr (RIP, Anniversary)
	
Sun 8th 	 Second Sunday of  Advent
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 Michael Smith (RIP)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass
6.00pm	 Advent Carol Service

Mon 9th 	 Immaculate Conception (Solemnity)
9.15am	 Stephen Bowmer (RIP) Attended by St Mary’s School
6.30pm	 Frances Elume (RIP)

Tues 10th	 Advent Feria
9.15am	 Domenico Romano (RIP)

Weds 11th	 St Damasus I, Pope & Confessor
6.30pm	 Deceased of  the Giorgio & Mancini families  (Latin)

Thurs 12th	 Our Lady of  Guadalupe (Memoria)
9.15am	 Sheila McFereran (RIP)

Fri 13th	 Advent Mass of  Our Lady   
6.45am	 Rorate Mass: Constance Mavis Stanford (RIP)
6.00-6.25pm	 Confessions

Sat 14th	 St John of  the Cross (Memoria)    
10.30am	 Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm	 with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm
6.00pm	 Vigil Mass: Giuseppina Giorgio (RIP)

Sun 15th 	 Third Sunday of  Advent (Gaudete)
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 Billie Cadwallader (RIP)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Rosary Rosary 	 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 		 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 	
		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S
Weds 11th	 UCM Christmas dinner		

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S
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Monday 9th December is the transferred Solemnity of  the 
Immaculate Conception. It is not a Holyday of  Obligation in 
England. Masses will be at 9.15am (attended by St Mary’s School) 
and 6.30pm. After the evening Mass I will bless Miraculous Medals 
(originally known as the Medal of  the Immaculate Conception) and 
enrol anyone in it who wishes to be. 	 
	 	        
The Immaculate Conception refers to the conception of  Mary, 
not of  JESUS. In saying that Mary was conceived immaculate, the 
Church teaches that from the very moment of  her conception, 
Mary was free from all stain of  original sin. This simply means that 
from the beginning, she was in a state of  grace, sharing in God’s 
own life, and that she was free from the sinful inclinations which 
have beset humanity after the Fall.			           Fr Paul 

Blessing of  Cribs: Next Sunday, 15th December is ‘Bambinelli 
Sunday’. After the Masses, we will bless the Baby JESUS figures for 
your cribs at home. It’s a beautiful tradition begun by Pope St John 
Paul II when children and adults would bring their Baby JESUS 
figures for the Pope to bless in St Peter’s Square. Parishes around the 
world now join in the tradition, encouraging young children to make 
the connection between the Nativity set at home and the one in their 
local church. So please bring your cribs or crib figures to Mass next 
weekend for blessing.

Continued from front page

and lead us to the promised land of  Heaven, towards which 
Baptism is the first step. When John called the people to repentance, 
the word he used was ‘metanoia’ which is a Greek word meaning, 
change your mind, change your heart, change your attitude, change 
your behaviour, so as you live in accordance with God’s law.

During this Advent, it’s good to call to mind how God has already 
begun this work in us, but He wants to bring it to completion. 
He wants to strengthen us in virtue, He wants to drive out despair, 
He wants us to conquer addictions, and He wants to transform us, 
by His grace, into images of  Christ His Son. But preparing the 
way of  the Lord requires work on our part. Look deeply into 
your heart and see what needs to be made straight and smoothed 
out, repent and ask for God’s help. And then - go to Confession!   

Fr Paul Gillham, IC

As is our tradition, there 
will be a Rorate Mass 
(the Advent Mass of  
Our Lady celebrated by 
candlelight at dawn) on 
Friday 13th December at 
6.45am. Please note there 
will be no evening Mass 
that day but Confessions 
will be at the usual time.

This Sunday (8th 
December) we will have 
our Advent Carol Service 
at 6pm. It will be sung by 
the 11.15am Mass choir. I 
hope you will support it as 
a lot of  work has gone into 
it.  Our usual Christmas 
Carol Service will be on 
Sunday 22nd December 
at 4.00pm.  	   Fr Paul 

Last Rites does not 
mean Last Minute! As 
soon as a person begins 
to be in danger of  death 
because of  illness, injury 
or old age, the time for 
anointing has surely 
already come. 	    Fr Paul

St John of  the Cross



www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk

Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader: 	 Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
	  		  God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
			   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All:	 		  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this 		
			   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who 		
			   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church 		
			   and making You known and loved.
Leader: 	 Bless our families. Bless our children.
All: 			  Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
			   Your work.
Leader: 	 Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All: 			  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain 		
			   for us many more. Amen. 

Alternatively, 
scan this QR 
code to donate 
securely from 
your phone

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. Amen.

From the Saints

“John was a voice, but the Lord in the beginning 
was the Word. John was a voice for a time, 
Christ the eternal Word in the beginning.” 

St Augustine of  Hippo (354-430) 

Lost property: There are a number of  lost property items 
(especially water bottles) being held in the Repository, so please 
check and claim any that are yours.  Any unclaimed items will be 
disposed of  after 22nd December. Thank you. 

St Mary’s Christmas cards, showing the times of  services over the 
Christmas period, are available to pick up from the back of  church.

Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion are invited 
to come together on Saturday 14th December at Sacred Heart 
Church, Loughborough. There will be a Holy Hour for Advent, 
starting at 2.00pm, followed by an opportunity to receive the 
Sacrament of  Reconciliation.

St Mary’s School 
carol service will be 
held in church on 18th 
December, starting at 
2pm. All parishioners are 
warmly invited.

Pre-ordered copies of  
the CTS Sunday Missal, 
with the new translation 
of  the readings, can 
be collected from the 
Repository. 

Christmas Masses
Tues 24th December

6.00pm: Family Vigil Mass

Weds 25th December
12.00am: Midnight Mass 
10.30am: Solemn Mass

Last Week’s Finance
1st Collection: £760 (£95    
gift-aided)
Collection for Exaireo: 
£500
Standing orders: £829 @ 
31/10 (£688 gift-aided)

Attendance: 628
Thank you

St Mary’s bank account 
details for online donations 

Bank: Lloyds
A/c name: St Mary of  
Annun Lough RCP


