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BAPTISM OF 
THE LORD

St Mary of  the Annunciation Catholic Church

NEWSLETTER

We still have our Christmas decorations in Church this weekend 
and yet we’re celebrating Jesus’ adult baptism, why? Well, in 

the Roman Rite of  the Catholic Church, the Baptism of  the Lord 
has been celebrated on a separate feast for many centuries. Originally 
it was the primary mystery celebrated on 6th January (Feast of  
Epiphany), but over time it was separated and assigned a different day.  
The Second Vatican Council moved it to the Sunday after Epiphany.

In this context it has always been a ‘Christmas’ feast, celebrated 
within the Christmas season. However, it may seem a little strange 
to still have the baby Jesus in the manger and to be celebrating a 
moment during His adult life so soon.

Yet, it is entirely fitting when reflecting on the central mystery being 
commemorated. For both the feast of  the Nativity and Baptism 
of  the Lord highlight the humility of  Jesus Christ. In both 
instances Jesus clearly displayed His desire to become one with us, 
so that He can raise us up with Him to be one with Him.

Pope Benedict XVI explains this eloquently in a homily on the 
Baptism of  the Lord.

“Jesus shows His solidarity with us, with our efforts to convert and to be rid of  
our selfishness, to break away from our sins, in order to tell us that if  we accept 
Him in our life, He can uplift us and lead us to the heights of  God the Father. 
And Jesus’ solidarity is not, as it were, a mere exercise of  mind and will. Jesus 
truly immersed Himself  in our human condition, lived it to the end, in all 
things, save sin, and was able to understand our weakness and frailty. For this 
reason, He was moved to compassion, He chose to ‘suffer with’ ‘suffer with’ men and women, 
to become a penitent penitent with us. This is God’s work which Jesus wanted to carry 
out: the divine mission to heal heal those who are woundedwounded and give medicine medicine to the 
sick, to take upon Himself  the sin of  the world.”   

All this for you and me!
Jesus not only assumed our flesh at Christmas but became like us in 
all things, except sin. He even was baptized by His cousin St John the
                 

Continued on page 3

Why the Baptism of  the Lord is a 
‘Christmas’ feast
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Please pray for those 
who are sick

for those who have 
recently died
Fr Gerry Cunningham IC, Ger 
Minogue, Fr David Barnes
May they rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time
Clarice Ryder, Amelia 
Blake, Carmela Brunetti, 
Helen McGreechan, Annie 
Heath, Ian North, Paul 
Turner, Fr Joe Mullen IC, 
Eamon Keating, Costantino 
Lallo, Clelia Paciolla, Alan 
Offiler-Russell, Emidio 
Chiavetti, Linda Goodby, 
Bogdon Wozniak, Justina 
O’Donoghue, Mary 
Connell, Thomas Jones, 
Joanna Kalinowska, Wanda 
Lapham
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St Paul the Hermit

Sat 11th	 Vigil Mass 
6.00pm	 May Hollingsworth (RIP)	

Sun 12th 	 Baptism of  the Lord (Feast)
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 Anna Maria Lopez Lopez (RIP)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Mon 13th 	 St Hilary (Memoria)
9.15am	 Private Intention

Tues 14th	 Feria
9.15am 	 Anna de Buisseret (RIP)

Weds 15th	 St Paul the Hermit, Confessor
6.30pm	 Jimmy McDonagh (RIP, Anniversary) (Latin)

Thurs 16th	 Feria
9.15am	 Alan Offiler-Russell (RIP, Anniversary)

Fri 17th	 St Anthony the Great (Memoria)     
6.00-6.25pm	 Confessions
6.30pm	 Intention for the living

Sat 18th	 Saturday Mass of  the Blessed Virgin Mary
10.30am	 Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm	 with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm
2.30pm	 Baptism
6.00pm	 Vigil Mass: Greg Baker (RIP, Anniversary)

Sun 19th 	 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am	 Giovanni & Carmela Brunetti (RIP)
11.15am	 For the Parish
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Rosary Rosary 	 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 		 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 	
		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S
Thurs 16th	 RCIA - 7.00pm in the Library
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Baptist, even though He had no need for baptism. The incarnation 
of  Jesus, the Son of  God, is a marvellous mystery, one that reminds 
us of  the love God has for all humanity.  

He comes, He heals, He forgives, He guides, He loves and redeems 
and imparts His Spirit. In the waters of  our Baptism, He is invited into 
our lives. On this Feast Day let’s welcome Him anew, listening to His 
Words, following His ways and trusting in His Love.
					        Fr David Jones OLW

Loughborough Food Bank/Your Store: A huge thank you for 
your donations to the Christmas appeal. Once again the response 
from St. Mary’s was overwhelming. The staff  at JSH send their 
heartfelt thanks and good wishes for the Christmas and New Year 
seasons. Cash receipts are in the parish office. The next collection 
will be on Saturday 25th January from 10.30 to 11.00am    

Jane Monaghan

Grub Club: On 30th December Grub Club held a festive session. We 
hosted 10 families and served 46 festive meals. Great fun and many 
going back for seconds of  lunch. Thank you again for all your support 
						         Eileen Smith

A Year of  Hope: An Introduction to the Jubilee Year with the 
Catholic Agency for Overseas Development: 2025 is a Jubilee 
year, but what does that mean? Catholic talk show host and author 
Nana Churcher, and CAFOD’s Simon Giarchi will be hosting Fr 
Jan Nowotnik (Director of  Mission for the Bishop’s Conference), 
Christine Allen (CAFOD’s Director) and Kayode Akintola 
(CAFOD’s Head of  Africa) and more for a lively start to the Jubilee. 
With a special appearance by Catholic band Ooberfuse. Saturday 
18th January, 10.30am-12.00pm, online. All welcome. Register here 
for free: cafod.org.uk/jubilee

You Can Help Your Marriage: Do you feel alone?  Are you frus-
trated or angry with each other?  Do you argue, or have you just 
stopped because it only makes it worse? Retrouvaille has helped 10s 
of  1000s of  couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage.  For 
confidential information about the next programme (on Zoom), 
Thursday 27th February – Sunday 2nd March email: info@
retrouvaille.org.uk, call 07887 296983, or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk

Epiphany House 
Blessing: If  you missed 
the Epiphany Blessing 
of  Chalk last weekend to 
bless your home, you can 
still do it. It’s not too late. 
It’s a very Catholic thing 
to do. Blessed Chalk and 
the instructions with the 
prayers are still available 
this weekend. It’s important 
to consecrate where you 
live to JESUS, Mary and 
Joseph. It keeps demons 
out. Just as the Wise Men 
came into the home of  the 
Holy Family where they 
found the Christ Child,  so 
we are welcoming everyone 
who comes into our home 
to find JESUS, Mary and 
Joseph.

If  you would like to 
deepen your faith, grow 
in community with other 
18-35 years olds as well 
as engage more fully 
in your parish then the 
brand-new Young Adult 
Formation Course run by 
the Diocese of  Nottingham 
is the course for you.  
For more information 
contact charles.archer@
dioceseofnottingham.uk or 
sign up at: https://forms.
office.com/e/9qvH5SjRHh

Doors: On Monday this 
week,  the divide between 
the parish and school hall 
will receive new doors in 
order to comply with fire 
and safety regulations. 
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Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader: 	 Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
	  		  God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
			   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All:	 		  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this 		
			   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who 		
			   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church 		
			   and making You known and loved.
Leader: 	 Bless our families. Bless our children.
All: 			  Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
			   Your work.
Leader: 	 Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All: 			  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain 		
			   for us many more. Amen. 

Alternatively, 
scan this QR 
code to donate 
securely from 
your phone

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. Amen.

From the Saints
“The devil is afraid of  us when we pray and make 
sacrifices. He is also afraid when we are humble and 
good. He is especially afraid when we love Jesus very 
much. He runs away when we make the Sign of  the 
Cross.” 

St Anthony the Great, Abbot (251-356)

Congratulations to Franciszek, Jacob and Ralph, who having 
now completed a year as altar servers, were enrolled into the Guild 
of  St Stephen at Mass on 26th December, the Feast of  their Patron. 

The Diocesan Youth Service is looking to appoint a Business 
Manager to provide managerial oversight and hands-on control 
of  all aspects of  financial management and reporting, people 
management and other resources such as the facilities in Derbyshire.  
The role is for 37.5 hours per week, with a salary in the range 
£38k-£42k.  The deadline for applications is Friday 31st January. 
For more informaton email director@ndcys.com. To download the 
recruitment pack, visit www.ndcys.com/job-vacancies/

Christmastide 
traditionally ends on 
2nd February which is 
the Feast of  Our Lord’s 
Presentation in the Temple 
and the Purification of  
Our Lady. We will leave the 
crib up until then.

Continued thanks go 
to our teams of  regular 
counters. You are not 
forgotten during the festive 
season. Your commitment 
to accuracy in what can be 
an irksome task is always  
much appreciated. 
	          Geoff  Mercer

This weekend there will 
be a mandatory Second 
Collection for the Sick 
and Retired Priests of  the 
Diocese.

Last Week’s Finance
Collection: £909 (£160 
gift-aided)
Standing orders: £837 @ 
31/12 (£692 gift-aided)
Attendance: 546
Thank you

St Mary’s bank account 
details for online donations 

Bank: Lloyds
A/c name: St Mary of  
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/c no: 00481028


