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NEWSLETTER

Living out Your Divine Calling

n today’s Gospel (John 2:1-11), we hear the account of the
Wedding at Cana at which both JESUS and Mary were present
as well as the Apostles. What a great list of guests! But this can be
a reality too for Catholics who really desire it. At a Nuptial Mass
(a Mass which includes the Sacrament of Matrimony), Christ is
truly present on the altar, just as He was at the Wedding at Cana.
Although not sacramentally present, Mary and the Apostles are there
too as the whole Court of Heaven is present at every Mass. The
priest who has Apostolic powers stands before the altar and gives
the kneeling couple a solemn blessing known as the Nuptial Blessing
in the name of the Divine Master. Then a few moments later the
couple partake of Holy Communion — the truly sacred banquet, far
greater than any water changed into wine at Cana.

Marriage is a natural union elevated by Our Lord to the dignity

of a Sacrament between the baptised (Catechism of the Catholic
Church [CCC] #1601). Scripture and the Church teach that
marriage is between one man and one woman for life, ordered to
the procreation of children and for the mutual love of the spouses
(CCC #1652). The Church does not recognise divorce (CCC #1614)
or ‘same sex marriage’ (CCC #2359) because that is not how God
has determined things to be within the order of His Creation.
Similarly the Church regards sex outside of marriage as sinful (CCC
#2353). These rules are not invented by the Church. They are
divinely revealed truths expressing the Will of God.

Like Our Lotd, the Church is clear on these matters because of
their importance to our lives, to holiness, especially within our
relationships, and ultimately to our salvation, but She is also very
merciful. Catholics in difficult situations are always welcome at
Mass, and in the case of divorce and remarriage there is always
the possibility of applying for an annulment (a legal procedure
that after investigation may declare a marriage invalid) and which

if attained, enables those affected to marry in Church and receive
Holy Communion again. The Church has great love for people in
these situations. If you are affected by this, please talk to one of the
priests about it. Continned on page 3
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Blessed Cyprian Tansi

Please pray for those
who are sick

for those who have
recently died

Paul Anthony Astill,
Ger Minogue

May they rest in peace

and for those whose
anniversaries occur at
this time

Vera Hurry
Michael Doyle
Velia Cappasso
Greg Baker
Wanda Souraty
Michele Calabrese
Rita Goerge
Mary Oliver
Eddie Bak

Bob Hatlow

PLEASE NOTE
Due to government regu-
lations regarding personal
data (UK-GDPR), we ate
not able to publish name
details of Mass intentions
for the living in this online
version of the newslettet.

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S

Sat 18th Vigil Mass

6.00pm Greg Baker (RIP, Anniversary)

Sun 19th  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

9.00am Giovanni & Carmela Brunetti (RIP)

11.15am For the Parish

4.00pm Italian Mass

Mon 20th  Blessed Cyprian Tansi (Memoria)

9.15am Michele Leonardo Calabrese (RIP)

Tues 21st St Agnes (Memotria)

9.15am Margarita Ruben (RIP, Anniversary)

Weds 22nd Ss Vincent & Anastasius, Martyrs

6.30pm Jack Moore (RIP) (Latin)

Thurs 23rd Feria

9.15am Private Intention

Fri 24th St Francis de Sales (Memoria)

6.00-6.25pm  Confessions

6.30pm For the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart and in
honour of St Philomena

Sat 25th The Conversion of St Paul (Feast)

10.30am Private prayer with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

-12.30pm with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm

6.00pm Vigil Mass: For the Parish

Sun 26th  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

9.00am Matthew Galvin & Dennis Thurland (RIP, Anniversary)

11.15am Muriel Lewin (RIP)

4.00pm Italian Mass

Rosary Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm;
First Saturday of each month after 10.00am Mass

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S

Weds 22nd UCM - 2.00pm in the Hall
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Continned from front page

As wonderful as marriage and family life are, they are certainly not
casy. Neither is it always easy to be parents; to be single, to be a
priest, a deacon or a religious brother or sister. Because of Original
Sin, life can be hard and involve some suffering. But because of
Christ’s gift of salvation, everything we experience, whether easy or
difficult, whether joyful or sorrowful, can be an occasion of grace
and an opportunity to grow closer to God. God never asks the
impossible from us. Whatever life God intends us to follow, be it
married or single, priest or religious, He always gives the necessary
grace to fulfil it. Pray to discover what God’s Will is for you in life
(if you haven’t already) and for the grace to live it out.

Fr Paul Gillham, 1C

Loughborough Food Bank/Your Store: The next collection

will be next Saturday 25th January in the car park from 10.30 to
11.00am Items requested are: canned soups, beans, vegetables, fish,
shower gels, shampoo, soap, cleaning products for the house. Thank
you. Jane Monaghan

Assisted Suicide Legislation — what happens next? Bishop
John Sherrington writes regarding an update on the assisted suicide
legislation, known as the Terminally Il Adults (End of Life)

Bill, that the next stage is evidence-gathering by the committee
examining the Bill, and Bishop John will submit written evidence

to that. This committee will examine the Bill in detail, after which

it will then return to the floor of the House of Commons for a
further substantive vote. This vote will probably take place in late
April or early May. The Bill could be defeated in that important
division. Individuals and interested organisations can submit written
evidence to the committee, and further details can be found at
www.parliament.uk/ business/ news/ 2025/ jannary/ terminally-ill-adults-end-of-
life-bill-call-for-evidence/

New People’s Missals,
with the new translations
of the readings:

The Sunday Missal from
Catholic Truth Society
(hardback, 1260 pages) at
£19.95, can be ordered
through the Repository
NOw.

The CT'S Daily Missal
(3448 pages) at £69.99
with both Sunday and
Weekday Masses, and The
CTS Weekday Missal (2624
pages) at £55 with weekday
Masses only, will be available
on 30th April 2025. Pre-
order is now open. Please
register your interest with
the Repository as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Bishop Patrick warmly invites all married couples to Saint
Barnabas Cathedral (NG1 5AE) on Sunday 16th February when
we will celebrate Mass at 3.00pm to mark the Jubilee of Marriages.
The Bishop will lead a Renewal of Vows during the Mass, impart

a special Jubilee Blessing, and afterwards host a Reception in
Cathedral Hall. All married couples (and their families) are very
welcome to attend, especially those recently married, and those
celebrating significant anniversaries this Jubilee year.

If you would like to
deepen your faith, grow
in community with other
18-35 years olds as well

as engage more fully

in your parish then the
brand-new Young Adult
Formation Course run by
the Diocese of Nottingham
is the course for you.

For more information
contact chatles.archer(@,
dioceseofnottingham.uk or
sign up at: https://forms.
office.com/e/9qvH5S]RHh

Last Rites does not
mean Last Minute!

As soon as a person begins
to be in danger of death
because of illness, injury
or old age, the time for
anointing has surely already
come. Fr Pau/
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Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life

Leader: Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and
Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All: O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this
diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who
will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church

and making You known and loved.

Leader: Bless our families. Bless our children.

All: Choose from our homes those who atre needed for
Your work.

Leader: Mary, Queen of the Clergy!

All: Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain

for us many more. Amen.

Collections from

the carol services in
December raised £475
which has been donated to
the Falcon Centre.

Prayer to Saint Michael

Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly
host, by the power of God thrust down to hell Satan and all the
wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Thank you Marie: After
many years of dedication,
Marie Brookes has decided
to stand down from making
her jams, chutneys and
cakes, the sale of which
has raised thousands for
countless worthy causes.
Thank you Marie for all
your hard work; we will
miss your excellent culinary
skills!

Please note, there is no
need to bring in any
more jars.

The Diocesan Youth Service is looking to appoint a Business
Manager to provide managerial oversight and hands-on control

of all aspects of financial management and reporting, people
management and other resources such as the facilities in Derbyshire.
The role is for 37.5 hours per week, with a salary in the range
£38k-£42k. The deadline for applications is Friday 31st January.
For more informaton email director@ndcys.com. To download the
recruitment pack, visit www.ndcys.com/job-vacancies/

From the Saints

“Marriage is to belp married people sanctify
themselves and others. For this reason they receive a
special grace in the Sacrament which J[ESUS Christ
instituted. Those who are called to the married state
will, with the grace of God, find within their state
everything they need to be holy.”

St Josemaria Escriva (1902-1975)

www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk

Last Week’s Finance
1st Collection: /566 (£115
gift-aided)

Collect'n for Sick & Retired
Diocesan Priests: /344

Standing orders: /837 @
31/12 (£692 gift-aided)

Attendance: 615
Thank yon

St Mary’s bank account
details for online donations

Banfk: Lloyds
A/ ¢ name: St Mary of
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/ ¢ no: 00481028
Alternatively,
scan this QR
code to donate

securely from
your phone




