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In a world full of  noise and 
distractions, we need words of  Hope

Six months after Russia launched a full-scale invasion of  Ukraine, 
the mayor of  Kyiv, Vitaliy Klitschko, said that Ukrainians needed 

a “word of  hope more than bread”. He made the comment in a 
conversation with the head of  the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk.

The war’s early weeks, when people were taking shelter from 
Russian missiles and atrocities were being carried out against civilian 
populations in places like Bucha, coincided with Lent, the lovely time 
which begins this Wednesday, when Christians are encouraged to 
spend more time in prayer and in reading Scripture, listening anew to 
God’s Word.

Now, three years later, as Lent 2025 is upon us, it can be said that 
a war-weary world – bombarded by bad news from Ukraine, Gaza, 
Sudan, and many other hotspots – needs “a Word of  hope more 
than bread”.

In a recent interview His Beatitude Sviatoslav reflected on his 
experience over the past three years, with his nation completely 
mobilized in trying to repel the Russian invader. 

One thing he has come to better appreciate is the power of  the 
word – both human and divine. He has analysed how the misuse 
of  words, as the President of  the USA so well epitomises, leads to 
confusion, misunderstanding and witnessed the way people thrive 
when contemplating not words in the media but rather the Word of  
God. He has come to better appreciate his role as a bishop in bringing 
that Word to his people.

“Living in the midst of  a culture of  noise – too much information hitting you “Living in the midst of  a culture of  noise – too much information hitting you 
every day — we have missed the feeling of  the importance, the power of  a word,” every day — we have missed the feeling of  the importance, the power of  a word,” 
His Beatitude says “A word is not a simple vehicle of  a message and information. His Beatitude says “A word is not a simple vehicle of  a message and information. 
A word is not a simple noise which helps me to communicate. A word is a power.”A word is not a simple noise which helps me to communicate. A word is a power.”

Our faith tells us that ‘The Word Became Flesh’. According to 
the Bible, the Word is the creative power of  God. “With His Word, “With His Word, 
God created the world,”God created the world,” Sviatoslav said. And God said, “Let there be light,” And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light.and there was light.

Continued on page 3

https://unsplash.com/@aaronburden?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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PLEASE NOTEPLEASE NOTE
Due to government regu-Due to government regu-
lations regarding personallations regarding personal
data (UK-GDPR), we aredata (UK-GDPR), we are
not able to publish namenot able to publish name
details of  Mass intentionsdetails of  Mass intentions
for the living in this online for the living in this online 
version of  the newsletter.version of  the newsletter.

Please pray for those 
who are sick

for those who have 
recently died
Milo Henry
May he rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time
Mario Mancini
Lillian Sweeney
Ingeborg Cox
David Drott

Ss Perpetua & Felicity

Sat 1st	 Vigil Mass 
6.00pm	 For the Parish	

Sun 2nd 	 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am	 Louie Palmieri (RIP)
11.15am	 Mario Mancini (RIP)
2.30pm	 Baptism 
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Mon 3rd 	 Feria
9.15am	 Constance Mavis Stanford (RIP)

Tues 4th	 Feria
9.15am 	 Michele Giorgio (RIP)

Weds 5th	 Ash Wednesday
9.15am	 Holy Souls
12 noon	 Piotr Abucewicz (RIP) (Sung Latin)
6.30pm	 Milo Henry (RIP)

Thurs 6th	 Lenten Feria
9.15am	 Intention for the living

Fri 7th	 Ss Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs (Commem) First Friday
6.00-6.25pm	 Confessions
6.30pm	 For our Deceased Relatives and Friends
7.00pm	 Stations of  the Cross

Sat 8th	 St John of  God, Religious (Commem)
10.30am	 Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm	 with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm
6.00pm	 Vigil Mass: For the Parish

Sun 9th 	 First Sunday of  Lent
9.00am	 Deceased of  the Monaghan & Kenyon families
11.15am	 Alice Bowmer (RIP)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Rosary Rosary 	 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 		 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 	
		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S
Mon 3rd	 First Confession Class - 4.15pm in the Hall
Mon 3rd	 SPUC Meeting - 7.00pm in the Hall
Tues 4th	 Catch Up Cafe - 2-4pm in the Hall
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Continued from front page

“In the beginning was the Word,”“In the beginning was the Word,” the Gospel of  St. John tells us. 

We human beings reflect the creative power of  God through words. 
Words have an effect, which is why Jesus Christ warns us to choose 
words carefully – even refraining from using them if  necessary. 

“On the day of  judgment people will render an account for every careless word “On the day of  judgment people will render an account for every careless word 
they speak,” they speak,” we read in the Gospel of  Matthew.we read in the Gospel of  Matthew.

If  I curse, the curse is an evil power which will destroy. But a word 
of  blessing is the power of  good, which heals, which elevates 
the Spirit, which brings hope.

Bishop Sviatoslav realizes that as a wartime bishop he must be a 
messenger, “a bearer of  God’s Word. … I am witnessing the 
outstanding power of  God’s Word, which heals, creates new 
situations, enlightens new perspectives, helps people to find 
God’s presence in their life, to increase their resilience, to 
inspire them.”

Wars and rumours of  war continue to fill the airwaves daily. Lent 
is the time when Christians often come to realize that, like it or not, 
they are faced with spiritual battles, spiritual warfare of  their 
own. Fasting, prayer, and making sacrifices for others, all help 
to clarify where we stand and what’s at stake. Turning off  the noise 
that hits us from morning to night is necessary from time to time, 
to help us contemplate our next move. Sitting down and reading the 
Word of  God, using our little Walk with Me Lenten booklets or the 
weekly Mass leaflet, give us that extra resilience on our way to victory.  
Walk with the Lord in His Word this Lent and grow in Hope, 
discipleship and Christian service. Let’s be a blessing, people who 
bring light to a world in need. Light and love from the Lord who is 
close to us. Fr David Jones OLW

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 27th March, 7.00pm: Station Mass for the Holy Year at St 
Mary’s with Bishop Patrick. Remember we are a Jubilee Year church.
Thursday 1st May, 7.00pm: Consecration of  St Mary’s Church by 
Bishop Patrick.

The Sisters from the St Elisabeth Convent in Belarus will be 
returning after several years and selling religious articles, made in their 
convent, after the 9.15am Mass on Monday 3rd March. 

Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion Renewal Day: 
Saturday 5th April, 10.30am-3.30pm, at St Peter’s Hinckley. Led 
by Bishop Patrick. Further details from bernard.p.monaghan@
btinternet.com.  

As you know, 2025 is the 
Centenary of  our present 
church. It would be nice 
to have a display of  old 
photographs of  parish 
and family events, such 
as weddings, First Holy 
Communions, Bazaars, 
Flower Festivals etc. We 
have some in the archives, 
but I’m sure you will have 
many more. We could 
make copies of  them and 
display them at the back 
of  the church. If  you have 
something suitable, please 
speak to Fr Paul or Elvira.

This Wednesday is 
Ash Wednesday and 
the beginning of  Lent. It 
is a day of  fasting and 
abstinence. Everyone 
is bound to abstain 
from meat. Catholics 
aged between 18 and 60 
are bound to fast - this 
means one full meal and 
perhaps a little food a 
couple of  times during 
the day. All Fridays 
throughout the year are 
days of  abstinence. 

Stations of  the Cross
There will be Stations 
of  the Cross every Friday 
during Lent after the 6.30pm 
Mass, for which one may 
gain a Plenary Indulgence 
under the usual conditions: 
Confession,  Holy 
Communion and Prayers 
for the Pope’s intention.
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Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader: 	 Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
	  		  God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
			   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All:	 		  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this 		
			   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who 		
			   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church 		
			   and making You known and loved.
Leader: 	 Bless our families. Bless our children.
All: 			  Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
			   Your work.
Leader: 	 Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All: 			  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain 		
			   for us many more. Amen. 

Last Week’s Finance
Collection: Figure not 
available at time of  publishing
Standing orders: £819 @ 
31/01 (£701 gift-aided)
Attendance: 640
Thank you

St Mary’s bank account 
details for online donations 

Bank: Lloyds
A/c name: St Mary of  
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/c no: 00481028

Alternatively, 
scan this QR 
code to donate 
securely from 
your phone

The Walk with Me 
booklets, with daily 
meditations for Lent, are 
now available. Suggested 
donation: £1 

Pancake Party for 
the children and all 
parishioners after the 
9.00am and 11.15am 
Masses this Sunday. No 
cost and all welcome. Do 
please join together to 
celebrate Shrove Tuesday 
with the children.  
          Organised by the UCM

SPUC: The next meeting 
will be on Monday 3rd 
March at 7.00pm in the 
parish hall. All welcome. 

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. Amen.

Parents’ Retreat:  The Diocese of  Nottingham is organising a day 
retreat for parents, with activities for children, on Sunday 16th March 
at Our Lady of  Lincoln Church, Lincoln. See the poster at the back of  
the church for details.

Sing the Mass: a day for parish choirs, cantors and anyone who 
believes that those who sing pray twice. Saturday 15th March, 
10.30am for an 11.00am start at Saint Wilfrid of  York, Coalville, LE67 
3JB.  For full details, see the poster at the back of  the church.

40 Days for Life: The Nottingham Pro-Life Prayer Vigil starts 
on Ash Wednesday, 5th March and continues through Lent.  To 
take part or to find out more go to www.40daysforlife.com or email 
40daysforlifenotts@gmail.com

From the Saints
If  we look forward to receiving God’s mercy, we can 
never fail to do good.

St John of  God (1495-1550)

New selection of  Lenten booklets now available to buy from     New selection of  Lenten booklets now available to buy from     
the Repositorythe Repository

http://www.40daysforlife.com

