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NEWSLETTER

Penance with purpose

en Ash Wednesday arrives, we take upon ourselves various
Lenten penances, sacrifices, fasting and almsgiving - less

food, fewer indulgences, greater generosity and more prayer. At first
we are often filled with great enthusiasm, but by the time the First
Sunday of Lent arrives, weariness has already begun to set in. The
body resents the new discipline and our will starts to weaken. “Swurely
one exception won't do any harm” we tell ourselves. And thus begins the
slow unwinding of our Lenten resolve.

If ever there were a Sunday meant to help us resist such
temptations, this is it. Today’s Gospel is Luke’s account of JESUS
fasting and praying in the desert for forty days, during which time
He was tempted by the devil (4:1-13). We should notice that the
first temptation of Satan is very subtle: “Command this stone to becomse
bread”. It sounds so reasonable. After all, Our Lord had been fasting
for forty days. But this is the temptation we all face — the relaxing
of our penances, not for any sinful reason, but simply out of
convenience. And how does Our Lord respond? Tt és written, “Man
shall not live by bread alone”.’ In other words, our Lenten penances are
not about bread or alcohol or any other material thing we’re trying
to give up. It’s about our fidelity to God, and training our will to
love and obey Him above all else.

Be forewarned, the devil is very clever. He is an angelic being and
he knows our weaknesses, and he’s going to be tempting us with

all sorts over the coming weeks. He will be reminding us there is

no strict law to fast from this or from that, and he’ll be telling us
others are doing far less than we are. And he’ll also be suggesting
that one exception won’t spoil everything. With him putting all these
thoughts in our minds, if we’re not careful, we will find ourselves
letting go of the good resolutions we have begun. So stand firm and
rely on God’s grace.

There is something else very important to remember. Penance
without purpose is nothing more than a diet! If we fast only
because we want to lose weight or for some other self-improvement,
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St Patrick, Patron of Ireland

Please pray for those
who are sick

for those who have
recently died

Fr Bill Curran, IC
May he rest in peace

and for those whose
anniversaries occur at
this time

Ray Wainwright

Joan Hammond

Ann Ludlow

Paddy Mills

Kath Spencer

Stefania Mszyca

PLEASE NOTE

Due to government regu-

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S

lations regarding personal
data (UK-GDPR), we are
not able to publish name
details of Mass intentions
for the living in this online
vetsion of the newsletter.

Sat 15th Vigil Mass

6.00pm John Saunders (RIP, Anniversary)

Sun 16th  Second Sunday of Lent

9.00am For the Parish

11.15am Eileen Martinez (RIP)

4.00pm Italian Mass

Mon 17th St Patrick, Patron of Ireland (Feast)

9.15am John McEnery (RIP)

Tues 18th  Lenten Feria - St Cyril of Jerusalem (Commem)

9.15am Valentino & Lilia Castillo (RIP, Anniversary)

Weds 19th St Joseph, Spouse of the BVM (Solemnity)

6.30pm Intention for the living (Sung Latin)

Thurs 20th Lenten Feria

9.15am Peter Allen (RIP)

Fri 21st Lenten Feria

6.00-6.25pm  Confessions

6.30pm Norah Lillian Hutchings (RIP)

7.10pm Stations of the Cross

Sat22nd  Lenten Feria

10.30am Private prayer with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

-12.30pm with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm

6.00pm Vigil Mass: For the Parish

Sun 23rd  Third Sunday of Lent

9.00am Carmine, Anna-Matia & Michele Mancini (RIP)

11.15am Intention for the living

4.00pm Italian Mass

Rosary Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm;
First Saturday of each month after 10.00am Mass

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S

Mon 17th  First Confession Class - 4.15pm in the Hall

Tues 18th  Bible Study - 7.00pm in the Library

Thurs 20th Confirmation Class - 4.15pm in the Hall
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Continued from front page

last week, if we unite our sufferings and trials with Christ’s Passion
and offer them to God, they will merit us an eternal reward in
Heaven.

So let’s not fear the Cross. Embrace it, carry it and offer it to God,
because if we suffer with Christ, we will also reign with Him.

Fr Paul Gillham, 1C

The Loughborough Deanery Station Mass for the Holy Year
with Bishop Patrick at 7pm on Thursday 27th March will be
preceded by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 6pm, during
which there will be an opportunity for Confession. Two visiting
priests will be assisting. This would be an ideal opportunity to gain
the Jubilee Indulgence.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Saturday 22nd March: A gathering for Extraordinary Ministers at
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Park Road, Loughborough. Holy Hour on the
theme of Lent, 2.00pm to 3.00pm, followed by an opportunity for
Confession.

Saturday 5th April: Extraordinary Ministers Renewal Day, 10.30am-
3.30pm, at St Peter’s Hinckley. Led by Bishop Patrick. Further details
from bernard.p.monaghan@btinternet.com.

The next Food Bank/Your Store collection will be on Saturday
12th April, 10.30-11.00am in the car park. Items requested are:
small chocolate Easter eggs and chocolate confectionary, canned
goods, small cartons of fruit juice, tea bags, small jars of coffee.
Thank you for your continued support. Jane Monaghan

Missio Red Box volunteer needed: We are looking for someone to
replace Marie Brookes who has recently stepped down as our Missio
local volunteer. The main duties of the volunteer are to look after
the Red Box members in the parish, ensuring the boxes are emptied,
and to organise the distribution of Mission Today (Missio’s free
magazine). If you are interested in taking on this role, please speak to
Fr Paul.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday 27th March, 7.00pm: Station Mass for the Holy Year at St
Mary’s with Bishop Patrick. Remember we are a Jubilee Year church.
Thursday 1st May, 7.00pm: Consecration of St Mary’s Church by
Bishop Patrick.

St Joseph

Welcomers welcome:
We are delighted to
welcome more to the
Sunday 9.00am Mass
welcomers’ team. If you
feel able to join, please
have a word with Jane,
Bernard or Elvira

As you know, 2025 is the
Centenary of our present
church. It would be nice
to have a display of old
photographs of parish
and family events, such

as weddings, First Holy
Communions, Bazaars,
Flower Festivals etc. We
have some in the archives,
but I’'m sure you will have
many more. We could
make copies of them and
display them at the back
of the church. If you have
something suitable, please
speak to Fr Paul or Elvira.

Lost Property: There

are a number of gloves
and woolly hats at the
Repository. Any unclaimed
items will be disposed of
by the end of this month.
Thank you.
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Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life

Leader: Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and
Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All: O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this
diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who
will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church

and making You known and loved.

Leader: Bless our families. Bless our children.

All: Choose from our homes those who are needed for
Your work.

Leader: Mary, Queen of the Clergy!

All: Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain

for us many more. Amen.

Prayer to Saint Michael

Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly
host, by the power of God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked
spitits who wander through the wotld for the ruin of souls. Amen.

Available to buy from the Repository: A selection of Lenten
booklets plus newly arrived titles and CTS Sunday Missals.

Rome Pilgrimage for the Jubilee Year: There is the possibility of
a Parish Pilgrimage to Rome for the Jubilee Year between 21st and
25th October. There will be a limited number of places and at the
moment we are gauging interest. If you are interested, please email

Liz@abells.net as soon as possible and no later than next weekend
(22nd/23td Match).

Support for Syria: The ongoing massacte of civilians in Syria
remains largely unreported, yet countless innocent lives continue to
suffer. Families are being displaced, communities destroyed, and basic
necessities are scarce. Next weekend, we will hold a special collection
for Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) to provide vital relief to those
affected. Thank you for your support.

From the Saints

“If God sends you many sufferings, it is a sign that
He has great plans for you, and that He certainly
intends to mafke you a saint.”

(St Ignatius of Loyola, 1491-1556)
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Now we are in the
season of Lent, we kindly
ask that flowers not be
placed in front of statues in
the church during this time
of penance and reflection.
This helps maintain the
solemnity of the season.
Thank you. Fr Pan/

CAFOD Family Fast Day
- 14th March: Thank you
for supporting communities
suffering the impacts of
war, poverty and climate
change. The envelopes
distributed last week will be
collected at this weekend’s
Masses.

Last Week’s Finance

Collection: £914 (£132
gift-aided

Standing orders: £866 @
28/02 (£692 gift-aided)
Attendance: 680

Thank yon

St Mary’s bank account
details for online donations

Bank: Lloyds

A/ ¢ name: St Maty of
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/ no: 00481028

Alternatively,
scan this QR
code to donate
securely from
your phone




