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THIRD SUNDAY  
OF LENT

Patronal Feast and Station Mass

This coming week is a special one for the parish, because it is our 
Patronal Feast of  the Annunciation on Tuesday, and then on 

Thursday the Deanery Station Mass for the Holy Year celebrated 
by the Bishop with the priests of  the Deanery.

The Solemnity of  the Annunciation, to which our church is 
dedicated, marks the moment when the Angel Gabriel announced to 
Mary that she would conceive and bear the Son of  God (Luke 1:26-
38). It’s a very important feast, because without the Annunciation, 
there would have been no Incarnation, no Christmas Day and no 
Easter Sunday. Without Mary’s “fiat”, or “yes”, there would have 
been no saving sacrifice of  Christ on the Cross, and hence no Holy 
Eucharist; there would have been no Resurrection and therefore no  
hope of  salvation. God, Who could not die, became man precisely 
so as He could suffer and die on the Cross in order to save us. And 
for this He needed a human body, and it was Mary who gave it to 
Him. For this reason, on this Solemnity we kneel at the words in 
the Creed, “and became man.” “and became man.” There will be an additional Mass on 
Tuesday at 6.30pm.

On Thursday at 7pm, we are very privileged to be able to host 
the Deanery Station Mass celebrated by our Bishop Patrick as 
part of  the Holy Year. A Station Mass is a Lenten tradition that 
dates back to the early centuries of  the Church. In ancient Rome, 
Christians would gather at different churches for Mass called 
‘stational churches’, often celebrated by the Pope, as a sign of  
unity and spiritual renewal. To this day these Masses are celebrated 
in Rome, when a different church of  historical significance hosts the 
Mass each day throughout Lent. 

With St Mary’s being one of  the designated Jubilee Churches in the 
Nottingham Diocese, there is the possibility of  gaining the Holy 
Year Indulgence if  you do the following things:

1.	 Attend the Station Mass at St Mary’s.
2.	 Make a sacramental confession. Priests will be available for 		
	 confessions before Mass from 6pm until 6.45pm.
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Please pray for those 
who are sick

for those who have 
recently died
Maria Otília Castro Jesus
Andrew Bray
Fr Bill Curran, IC
May they rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time
Polikarp Ereminowicz
Franco Basile
Arthur Clarke
Annie Elizabeth McCloskey 
Yvonne Dyson 
Barry Clarkeson

Sat 22nd	 Vigil Mass 
6.00pm	  For the Parish

Sun 23rd 	 Third Sunday of  Lent
9.00am	 Carmine, Anna-Maria & Michele Mancini (RIP)
11.15am	 Intention for the living
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Mon 24th 	 Lenten Feria
9.15am	 Triumph of  the Immaculate Heart & in honour
		  of  St Philomena

Tues 25th	 Annunciation of  the Lord (Solemnity)
9.15am 	 Jack & Mary Moore (RIP)
6.30pm	 For the Parish

Weds 26th	 Lenten Feria
6.30pm	 Marie France Kabala (RIP) (Latin)

Thurs 27th	 Lenten Feria
7.00pm	 Jubilee Deanery Station Mass

Fri 28th	 Lenten Feria  
6.00-6.25pm	 Confessions
6.30pm	 Intention for the living
7.10pm	 Stations of  the Cross

Sat 29th	 Lenten Feria
10.30am	 Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm	 with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm
2.00pm	 Wedding
6.00pm	 Vigil Mass: For peace in Ukraine

Sun 30th 	 Fourth Sunday of  Lent (Laetare Sunday)
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 Stephen Bowmer and Margot & Stan Trojan (RIP)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S
Mon 24th	 First Confession Class - 4.15pm in the Hall
Tues 25th	 Bible Study - 7.00pm in the Library
Weds 26th	 UCM - 2.00pm in the Hall
Thurs 27th	 Confirmation Class - 4.15pm in the School



www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk

Continued from front page

3.	 Receive Holy Communion in a state of  grace (ie, no 		
	 unconfessed mortal sins).
4.	 Pray for the intentions of  the Pope (an Our Father and the 		
	 Creed are suggested for the Jubilee Year).
5.	 Be free from all attachment to sin, even venial sin.

If  you fulfil all these requirements, you may gain the Plenary 
Indulgence which removes all temporal punishment due to 
sin. Temporal punishment is the debt we have to pay for sins 
already forgiven in Confession. If  you don’t manage to fulfil the 
requirements perfectly, the Indulgence is partial, which can still be a 
lot! You may apply the Indulgence to yourself  or to the Holy Souls 
in Purgatory, but you may not apply it to another living person, 
because each person is responsible for the state of  their own soul 
before God, and have to work out their own salvation. The Holy 
Souls, on the other hand, are no longer able to merit graces for 
themselves, and rely on our prayers and sacrifices. 

So this is a rare and wonderful opportunity for spiritual renewal. As 
we celebrate 100 years of  our present church, let us come together 
as a family and give thanks for our history and embrace the graces 
we’re being offered in this Holy Year. Fr Paul Gillham, IC

Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy Communion 
Saturday 5th April: Extraordinary Ministers Renewal Day, 10.30am-
3.30pm, at St Peter’s Hinckley. Led by Bishop Patrick. Further details 
from bernard.p.monaghan@btinternet.com.  

The next Food Bank/Your Store collection will be on Saturday 
12th April, 10.30-11.00am in the car park. Items requested are: 
small chocolate Easter eggs and chocolate confectionery, canned 
goods, small cartons of  fruit juice, tea bags, small jars of  coffee. 
Thank you for your continued support.  		  Jane Monaghan

Jubilee Station Mass: Please note that there will be no 9.15am 
Mass on Thursday 27th March. The Bishop will be celebrating 
the Loughborough Deanery Station Mass here at 7pm that day. 
There will be Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament from 6pm until 
6.45pm during which three priests will be available for Confessions. 
Please do your best to be present. One may obtain the Jubilee Year 
Indulgence that day. There will be a reception in the school hall after 
Mass.

Sacristy after Mass: The 
priests kindly ask for your 
patience in allowing us a 
few moments to unvest 
after weekday Mass before 
approaching the sacristy. 
This brief  time ensures 
we can properly conclude 
the liturgy before dealing 
with any requests or 
conversations. Thank you 
for your understanding and 
cooperation.            Fr Paul

As you know, 2025 is the 
Centenary of  our present 
church. It would be nice 
to have a display of  old 
photographs of  parish 
and family events, such 
as weddings, First Holy 
Communions, Bazaars, 
Flower Festivals etc. We 
have some in the archives, 
but I’m sure you will have 
many more. We could 
make copies of  them and 
display them at the back 
of  the church. If  you have 
something suitable, please 
speak to Fr Paul or Elvira.

RCIA: Due to the 
Deanery Station Mass 
taking place this Thursday, 
the next RCIA class will 
be the following week, 3rd 
April, at 7.00pm.

DATE FOR YOUR 
DIARY
Thursday 1st May, 
7.00pm: Consecration 
of  St Mary’s Church by 
Bishop Patrick.	



Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader: 	 Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
	  		  God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
			   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All:	 		  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this 		
			   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who 		
			   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church 		
			   and making You known and loved.
Leader: 	 Bless our families. Bless our children.
All: 			  Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
			   Your work.
Leader: 	 Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All: 			  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain 		
			   for us many more. Amen.
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Alternatively, 
scan this QR 
code to donate 
securely from 
your phone

Last Week’s Finance
1st Collection: £665 (£91 
gift-aided
CAFOD Fast Day: £551 
(£180 gift-aided)
Standing orders: £866 @ 
28/02 (£692 gift-aided)
Attendance: 617
Thank you

St Mary’s bank account 
details for online donations 

Bank: Lloyds
A/c name: St Mary of  
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/c no: 00481028

Available to buy from the Repository:  A selection of  Lenten 
booklets plus newly arrived titles and CTS Sunday Missals.

Lost Property: There are a number of  gloves and woolly hats at the 
Repository. Any unclaimed items will be disposed of  by the end of  
this month. Thank you. 

Support for Syria: The ongoing massacre of  civilians in Syria 
remains largely unreported, yet countless innocent lives continue 
to suffer. Families are being displaced, communities destroyed, and 
basic necessities are scarce. This weekend, we will hold a special 
collection for Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) to provide vital 
relief  to those affected. Thank you for your support.

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the 
wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. 
Amen.

From the Saints
“The Annunciation is the moment of  the decisive 
response of  Mary to the call of  God; it is the moment 
of  the most important choice in human history.” 
(St John Paul II, 1920-2005)

Now we are in the 
season of  Lent, we kindly 
ask that flowers not be 
placed in front of  statues in 
the church during this time 
of  penance and reflection. 
This helps maintain the 
solemnity of  the season. 
Thank you. 	    Fr Paul 

Raffle in aid of  Rainbows 
Hospice: tickets on sale 
this weekend and next 
weekend only! £1 a strip 
(cash only please) Prizes 
include a giant Easter egg
            Organised by the UCM
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