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SAINTS 
PETER & PAUL

Saints Peter & Paul: From 
Sinners to Saints

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of  Saints Peter and Paul - 
the two foundational pillars of  the Church.  They came from 

completely different backgrounds and were far from perfect, but 
they were open to grace. And because of  their response to that 
grace, the entire world was changed.

St Peter, the first Pope, was a simple fisherman from Galilee. 
Our Lord called him with the words, “Follow Me” “Follow Me” (Matthew 4:19), 
and he left his nets behind and followed Him. It was Peter who 
first confessed JESUS as “the Christ, the Son of  the living God”“the Christ, the Son of  the living God”, and 
to whom the Lord then gave “the keys of  the kingdom of  Heaven” “the keys of  the kingdom of  Heaven” 
(Matthew 16:16-19). Peter, during the Passion, famously denied three 
times that he even knew JESUS and ran away in fear. But Our Lord 
never gave up on him. After the Resurrection, JESUS gave Peter a 
second chance by asking him three times, “Do you love Me?” Do you love Me?” Three 
times Peter said yes, and then JESUS responded, “Feed My sheep” “Feed My sheep” 
(John 21:15-17). With that, Peter became the first Pope – the visible 
head of  the Church on earth. And after being filled with the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost, Peter, now fearless, stood as the visible head 
before the crowds in Jerusalem and boldly proclaimed, “This JESUS “This JESUS 
God raised up, and of  that we are all witnesses ... Repent and be baptised, every God raised up, and of  that we are all witnesses ... Repent and be baptised, every 
one of  you in the name of  JESUS Christ for the forgiveness of  your sins, and one of  you in the name of  JESUS Christ for the forgiveness of  your sins, and 
you will receive the Holy Spirit”you will receive the Holy Spirit”  (Acts 2:32, 38). That day 3,000 souls 
were baptised into the Church (Acts 2:41). 

St Paul started as Saul of  Tarsus – a zealous Pharisee who believed 
he was doing God’s Will by persecuting Christians, and he was 
present when St Stephen, the first martyr was stoned to death 
(Acts 7:58). Not long after, JESUS intervened by appearing to him 
on the road to Damascus saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?”Me?” (Acts 9:4). From that moment he belonged entirely to Christ, 
and following his conversion and baptism, he became the Church’s 
greatest missionary. Paul travelled across the Roman Empire,  
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Please pray for those who 
are sick 

for those who have 
recently died: 
Fr Anselm Stark, OCSO 
Gonzalo Sanchez
Reginald Hutchings
May they rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time: 
Janey Affleck
Jane Butler
Doreen Dilkes
Donato Buttarazzi 

PLEASE NOTEPLEASE NOTE
Due to government regu-Due to government regu-
lations regarding personallations regarding personal
data (UK-GDPR), we aredata (UK-GDPR), we are
not able to publish namenot able to publish name
details of  Mass intentionsdetails of  Mass intentions
for the living in this online for the living in this online 
version of  the newsletter.version of  the newsletter.

Blessed Antonio Rosmini

Sat 28th	 Vigil Mass 
6.00pm	 Rupert de Lisle (RIP)

Sun 29th 	 Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles (Solemnity)
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 HH Pope Leo XIV
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Mon 30th 	 First Martyrs of  the Holy Roman Church              
9.15am	 Fr David Jones (GE)	

Tues 1st	 Blessed Antonio Rosmini (Feast)
9.15am 	 English Province of  the Rosminians

Weds 2nd	 The Visitation of  the BVM
6.30pm	 Fr Paul Gillham (GE) (Latin)

Thurs 3rd	 St Thomas, Apostle (Feast)
9.15am	 Intention for the living

Fri 4th	 St Elizabeth of  Portugal     First Friday
6.00-6.25pm	 Confessions
6.30pm	 For our Deceased Relatives and Friends

Sat 5th	 Saturday Mass of  the BVM  Five First Saturdays Dev’n
10.00am	 Derek Whymark (RIP)
10.30am	 Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm	 with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm
6.00pm	 Vigil Mass: Patrick Hollingsworth (RIP, Anniversary)

Sun 6th 	 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 The Souls of  Unborn Children
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Rosary Rosary 	 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 		 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 	
		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S

THIS WEEK AT ST MARY’S
Tues 1st	 Catch Up Café - 2.00-4.00pm in the Hall
Tues 1st	 Bible study - 7.00pm in the Library
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preached in synagogues and prisons, was beaten, shipwrecked and 
faced rejection, all for the spread of  the Gospel and the salvation of  
souls. He also wrote letters, many of  which became part of  the New 
Testament.

The incredible thing is that both Peter and Paul died as martyrs 
in Rome, around 64-68 AD, giving their lives for the same JESUS 
they had once opposed – Peter out of  fear, and Paul out of  hatred. 
Peter was crucified upside down very close to where St Peter’s 
Basilica now stands. He felt unworthy to die in exactly the same 
manner as Christ. St Paul, being a Roman citizen, was granted a 
quicker and less humiliating death by beheading.

So what do these two great saints mean for us? It means your past 
doesn’t define you. God can use your weakness, your fear, and 
even your failures. Peter was a denier and Paul was a persecutor, 
and yet now they are both saints – all because they encountered 
the mercy and power of  Christ. And if  He can do that with them, 
imagine what He can do with you!

So this week, ask for their intercession. If  you’ve fallen, don’t stay 
there. Get up, as Peter did. And if  you’re running in the wrong 
direction, turn around and follow Christ, as St Paul did. God is still 
calling sinners, just like you and I, to become saints. 

					          Fr Paul Gillham, IC

Our Corpus Christi Procession last Sunday afternoon was 
a beautiful and prayerful occasion. The Church was almost 
full with parishioners of  all ages, and it was wonderful to see the 
First Holy Communion children walking in the Blessed Sacrament 
Procession strewing petals on the way. Who says the Church is 
dying?! The Procession concluded with Benediction, and the 
presentation of  certificates to the children who made their First 
Holy Communion on Trinity Sunday, bringing a fitting end to 
a special day of  devotion. Sincere thanks to all who took part, 
especially our canopy bearers, servers and musicians. Thank you also 
to Michael Murphy for organising the route, and to the ladies who 
organised the reception in the hall afterwards. 		          Fr Paul

Lourdes from Home: Join the Diocesan Pilgrimage from wherever 
you are, between Monday 14th and Friday 18th July.  Free access 
to live streams and the chance to have your intentions taken to the 
Grotto.  Pilgrim Pack available for £10 (incl UK postage). For full 
details, visit dioceseofnottingham.uk/news/lourdes-from-home

Fr Anselm Stark, OCSO, 
a monk at Mount St 
Bernard Abbey, whom 
many of  you would have 
known, died on Tuesday 
aged 93. He was a popular 
priest and Confessor, and 
knew Blessed Cyprian 
Tansi well. They worked in 
the garden together. May 
he rest in peace.

Pilgrimage to Assisi 
and Rome for the 
Canonisation of  Carlo 
Acutis 5th-8th September:
Fr John Martin will lead 
a pilgrimage for this 
historical event as the 
next British-born saint is 
canonised; see the poster 
at the back of  the church 
for details. To book a place, 
visit www.allsaintstravel.
co.uk/ra1087/. Early bird 
price of  £995 valid until 
4th July. Some support to 
cover the cost available; 
email john.martin@
dioceseofnottingham.uk. 
Fr Neil Peoples will be 
leading a pilgrimage to 
Rome for young adults 
for the Canonisation. This 
will be based on simple 
accommodation to help 
keep the cost under £500. 
More details available 
soon. Anyone who would 
be interested but would 
struggle with the cost 
can email neil.peoples@
dioceseofnottingham.uk
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Last Week’s Finance
Collection: £712 (of  which 
£128 was Gift-Aided)
Standing orders: £868 @ 
31/05 (of  which £698 was 
Gift-Aided)
Attendance: 490
Thank you

Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader: 	 Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
	  		  God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
			   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All:	 		  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this 		
			   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who 		
			   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church 		
			   and making You known and loved.
Leader: 	 Bless our families. Bless our children.
All: 			  Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
			   Your work.
Leader: 	 Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All: 			  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain 		
			   for us many more. Amen.
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Alternatively, 
scan this QR 
code to donate 
securely from 
your phone

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. Amen.

St Mary’s bank account 
details for online donations 

Bank: Lloyds
A/c name: St Mary of  
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/c no: 00481028

From the Saints
“I can do all things through Christ Who 
strengthens me.” 
St Paul (circa 5 - 68 AD) to the Philippians 4:13

The Relics of  Saints Andrew, Margaret and Columba will be 
visiting Saint Barnabas Cathedral on Friday 4th and Saturday 5th 
July, with a Welcome Liturgy prior to Mass at 1.00pm on Friday, and 
veneration throughout the day until the Cathedral closes at 7.00pm.  
On Saturday veneration will take place throughout the day, apart 
from during Mass or other services, and the Relics will depart after 
the 6.30pm Mass.  The visit has been arranged by the Knights of  
Saint Columba in celebration of  the Jubilee Year of  Hope.

The Diocesan Catholic Youth Service is looking for its third 
and final Programme Leader to complete their programme team 
for the next academic year.  Visit ndcys.com/job-vacancies or email 
recruitment@ndcys.com for more information.  The closing date is  
Friday 18th July.

The release date of  the CTS Weekday & Daily Missals has 
been further delayed until the end of  September. 

St Mary’s School 
Summer Fete, Tuesday 
1st July, 3.15pm-5pm:
Raffle, games, BBQ, 
Tombola, bouncy castle, 
character appearance and 
more.

The next Food Bank/
Your Store collection will 
be on Saturday 5th July 
from 10.30 to 11.00am 
in the car park. Please 
see suggested items for 
donations listed on entry to 
the church. Thank you.                  	
	        Jane Monaghan

The second collection 
this weekend is for 
Peter’s Pence which 
supports the Pope’s chari-
table works and the needs 
of  the universal Church.


