
Continued on page 3

St Mary of  the Annunciation Catholic Church
Sunday 27 July 2025

NEWSLETTER

St Mary of  the Annunciation 
Catholic Church
97 Ashby Road 
Loughborough LE11 3AB  
01509 262123
office@
stmarysloughborough.org.uk
Served by the Rosminians
Parish Priest 
Fr Paul Gillham, IC
On attachment 
Fr David Jones, OLW
Safeguarding Rep
Jane Monaghan
01509 262123

Parish Catholic Schools
St Mary’s Primary
Hastings Street
Loughborough LE11 5AX
01509 212621
office@stmarys-rc.leics.sch.uk
Headteacher: Miss P Jordan
De Lisle College 
Thorpe Hill
Loughborough LE11 4SQ
01509 268739
enquiries@delisle.leics.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mr C Maher

www.stmarysloughborough.org.uk

17th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

We live in a time where evil has become so blatant, that it’s 
paraded in the streets, legislated in parliaments, and even 

worse - tolerated in some places in the Church. And we wonder, 
how long will God allow all this to continue? But we should not 
despair, because even now, God is offering mercy. But that mercy 
depends, in part, on whether we are willing to pray and sacrifice 
for the conversion of  sinners.

This is the key point made in this Sunday’s First Reading from the 
book of  Genesis (18:1-10). God revealed to Abraham He is going 
to judge Sodom and Gomorrah because “their sin is very grave”“their sin is very grave”. 
But Abraham didn’t say, “Good, they deserve it!” On the contrary, he 
pleaded, and even bargained with God to have mercy and spare 
them for the sake of  the few good souls there. And God listened 
to Abraham, and in the end He spared Sodom for the sake of  
ten righteous souls in the city, which teaches us that intercession 
matters. Sacrifice and prayer can hold back the hand of  God’s 
justice. 

The sins of  our time cry out to Heaven for justice. The world is 
in rebellion against God, with war, violence, murder, immorality, 
confusion and atheism. Right now in England, Parliament is 
considering legislation that would legalise assisted suicide and 
abortion right up to the moment of  birth! And today we find these 
sins, in some instances, being promoted by those who claim to be 
Catholic. This is part of  what Pope St John Paul II (1920-2005) 
called the “culture of  death”.

We might ask the question, “Why should I pray and sacrifice and 
do penance for the wicked?” The answer is, because JESUS died 
for them and He wants everyone to be saved. And God has willed 
that the prayers and sacrifices of  the faithful can help save the 
unfaithful. As St Paul writes, we are asked to ““complete what is lacking complete what is lacking 
in Christ’s afflictions”in Christ’s afflictions”  (Colossians 1:24). This doesn’t mean Our Lord’s 
sacrifice was insufficient. It means we are called to share in His 
redemptive work. 

The Power of  Intercession
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Please pray for those 
who are sick 

for those who have 
recently died: 
Fr Stephen Gowers OCSO 
Irena Malinowska
May they rest in peace

and for those whose 
anniversaries occur at 
this time: 
Bernie Wyatt 
Issa Salem
Len Sepede
Andy Tchorzewski
John Wilbram
Pina Stanyard
Brian Mortell

PLEASE NOTEPLEASE NOTE
Due to government regu-Due to government regu-
lations regarding personallations regarding personal
data (UK-GDPR), we aredata (UK-GDPR), we are
not able to publish namenot able to publish name
details of  Mass intentionsdetails of  Mass intentions
for the living in this online for the living in this online 
version of  the newsletter.version of  the newsletter.

St Ignatius of  Loyola

Sat 26th	 Vigil Mass 
6.00pm	 Gonzalo Sanchez (RIP)

Sun 27th 	 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 Aislabie & Phyllis Harrison (RIP)
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Mon 28th 	 Feria             
9.15am	 Intention for the living

Tues 29th	 Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus
9.15am 	 Deceased members of  the Faulks & Hallam families

Weds 30th	 Feria
6.30pm	 Intention for the living (Latin)

Thurs 31st	 St Ignatius of  Loyola, Priest
9.15am	 Intention for the living

Fri 1st	 St Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & Doctor  First Friday
12 noon	 Requiem Mass: Irena Malinowska RIP
6.00-6.25pm	 Confessions
6.30pm	 For our Deceased Relatives and Friends

Sat 2nd	 Saturday Mass of  the BVM Five First Saturdays Devotion
10.00am	 Deceased Clergy of  St Mary’s Parish
10.30am	 Private prayer with Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament
-12.30pm	 with Confessions 10.30-11.30am & Benediction 12.20pm
6.00pm	 Vigil Mass: Heather Saunders (RIP, Anniversary)

Sun 3rd 	 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am	 For the Parish
11.15am	 Celebration of  64 years of  marriage
4.00pm	 Italian Mass

Rosary Rosary 	 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 		 Mon, Tues, Thurs after 9.15am Mass; Wed, Fri at 6.00pm; 	
		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass		  First Saturday of  each month after 10.00am Mass

MASS INTENTIONS AT ST MARY’S
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Petitions for Lourdes:  Joan Baxter and Molly will be going to 
Lourdes on 13th August and will be taking with them written 
petitions to Our Lady, which they will place on the Grotto. If  you 
would like them to take a petition from you, please put it in the box 
labelled ‘Lourdes Petitions’ at the back of  the church before the 
end of  the 9.00am Mass on Sunday 10th August.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
The RCIA (Rite of  Christian Initiation of  Adults) classes will 
begin soon. These classes are intended primarily for adults who are 
interested in becoming Catholic, but it is also open to Catholics who 
simply want to know more about their faith, and for Catholics over 
18 who would like to receive the Sacrament of  Confirmation. We 
meet every other Thursday at 7pm in the library. The first  class will 
be on Thursday 25th September. Application forms are available 
from Fr Paul.
Please note that signing up for the course does not commit you to 
becoming Catholic. It is a journey of  exploration and discernment, 
allowing you to learn more and decide at your own pace.

Continued from front page

This is why Our Lady came to Fatima in Portugal in 1917. In the 
apparition on 19th August, she said, “Pray, pray very much, and 
make sacrifices for sinners; for many souls go to hell, because there 
are none to sacrifice themselves and pray for them.”

So we must become like Abraham, begging the Lord’s mercy. When 
he prayed, judgment on Sodom was delayed.  But we must also do 
what Our Lady asked for at Fatima: pray the Rosary daily, wear 
the Brown Scapular, offer sacrifices for the conversion of  sinners, 
and make the Five First Saturdays Devotion. God listened to 
Abraham. He will listen to us if  we act with faith and love. 

We don’t have to be powerless spectators in the face of  evil.  By 
virtue of  our Confirmation, we are soldiers of  Christ engaged in 
spiritual battle, and Heaven has told us what to do. If  we pray, do 
penance and live in a state of  grace, and beg God to convert the 
world, He can work wonders even through a small number of  the 
faithful. Let us be ready to offer our sufferings, speak out when we 
can, and love heroically, for the honour of  God and for the salvation 
of  souls.

Fr Paul Gillham, IC

Parishioner database: 
Please keep us posted of  
any changes to the contact 
details we hold for you on 
our parishioner database. 
You can do this by emailing 
the information to office@
stmarysloughborough.org.
uk or posting it (in a sealed 
envelope) through the 
presbytery door. 
There are forms at the 
back of  the church for 
anyone who has not 
registered as a parishioner 
and would like to.  The 
information provided will 
be held securely on our 
database and only accessed 
by Fr Paul, Fr David and 
authorised staff/volunteers. 
It can be removed from the 
database at any time.  

Marie Brookes will 
be selling her cakes 
and jams after Sunday 
Masses next weekend 
(3rd August), with the 
proceeds going to SPUC.	

Moving of  the organ 
console: Work is scheduled 
to begin on Tuesday 5th 
August and will take up to 
two months. We hope to 
have a temporary keyboard 
to play at Masses while this 
work is carried out.



Prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
Leader: 	 Please kneel for our prayer for vocations. Let us ask
	  		  God to give worthy Priests to His Holy Church and 
			   Brothers and Sisters to Religious Orders.
All:	 		  O God, we earnestly beseech You to bless this 		
			   diocese with many priests, brothers and sisters, who 		
			   will gladly spend their entire lives serving Your Church 		
			   and making You known and loved.
Leader: 	 Bless our families. Bless our children.
All: 			  Choose from our homes those who are needed for 
			   Your work.
Leader: 	 Mary, Queen of  the Clergy! 
All: 			  Pray for us. Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain 		
			   for us many more. Amen.
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Alternatively, 
scan this QR 
code to donate 
securely from 
your phone

Prayer to Saint Michael
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in the day of  battle. Be our 
safeguard against the wickedness and snares of  the devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of  the heavenly 
host, by the power of  God thrust down to hell Satan and all the wicked 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of  souls. Amen.

March for Life 2025: On Saturday 6th September the annual 
UK March for Life will take place in London. Join with thousands 
of  others from all over the UK as we march through the streets of  
London to the Houses of  Parliament.  There will be a coach from 
Nottingham, picking up from Good Shepherd Arnold and Cathedral 
Derby Road, costing adults £30, unwaged including students £15, 
under 16s £10.  To book on the coach or for more information 
contact Marie (marielangford@live.co.uk, 07948 151264)

The Sisters of  Saint Joseph of  Peace are seeking to appoint 
a Director of  Finance, based in Nottingham.  More details 
can be found at: www.csjp.org/news/2024/2/15/job-posting-
financedirectoruk and the deadline for applications is Thursday 
31st July.

St Mary’s bank account 
details for online donations 

Bank: Lloyds
A/c name: St Mary of  
Annun Lough RCP
Sort code: 30-95-21
A/c no: 00481028

From the Saints

“The salvation of  many souls depends on the 
prayers and sacrifices of  the faithful.” 

Venerable Pope Pius XII (1876-1958)

The Diocese is looking 
to appoint a Clergy 
Health and Wellbeing 
Assistant to provide 
a professional service 
supporting the health 
and wellbeing of  clergy 
in the Diocese.  The role 
calls for experience in 
nursing, social work, etc, 
where care and empathy 
are combined with skills 
and creativity. Hours: 22.5 
per week over 3 days. 
Details available at: www.
dioceseofnottingham.uk/
careers.  Email applications 
by 9am Monday 18th 
August to office@
dioceseofnottingham.uk

Last Week’s Finance
1st Collection: £486 (of  
which £87 was Gift-Aided)
Standing orders: £879 @ 
30/06 (of  which £732 was 
Gift-Aided)
Attendance: 432
Thank you
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